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Andhra Pradesh to launch fully digi- Telangana clears bill to deduct
tal, paperless medical reimbursement

system for employees and pensioners

VIJAYAWADA: The
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment is set to roll out
major reforms in the
employees’ medical
reimbursement system
to make the process
faster, transparent and
completely paperless.
The initiative 1s aimed at
reducing delays and
eliminating the need for
employees and pension-
ers to visit multiple
offices for claim settle-
ments.The Health
Department is develop-
ing a new online system
that will handle the
entire process - from
submission and verifica-
tion of medical bills to
approval and payment -
digitally. The software is
being developed by the
Andhra Pradesh Centre
for Financial Systems
and Services (APCFSS)
and will be integrated
with the existing Nidhi
portal, which contains
comprehensive employ-
ee data.

Health  Minister
Satya Kumar Yadav
stated that the
reforms are being
implemented fol-
lowing the direc-

tions of Chief |
Minister N
Chandrababu Na

idu.He emphasised
that the new system
will ensure a has-
sle-free experience
for employees by
streamlining proce-
dures and minimising
manual  intervention.
The government has set
a target to complete hos-
pital registrations and
related formalities by
April 30.Under the pro-
posed system, hospitals
providing treatment will
directly upload medical
bills and records to the
Dr NTR Vaidya Seva
Trust through a dedicat-
ed login facility.

After medical scrutiny
by experts at the Trust,
the approved bills will
be forwarded to the con-

Head of

cerned
Department (HoD) for
administrative sanction,
and subsequently to the
Drawing and Disbursing

Officer (DDO) for
nction, and subsequently
to the Drawing and

Disburspayment  pro-
cessing through the
online portal.

Officials  said the

reforms would signifi-
cantly cut down process-
ing time, as the current
system involves both
online and offline stages,
leading to delays.

Pensioners, in particular,
have been facing chal-
lenges as their reim-
bursement process is
entirely manual.

The State currently has
ees and 2.32 lakh pen-
sioners, with a total of
around 24.33 lakh bene-
ficiaries, including
dependents,  covered
under the Employees
Health Scheme (EHS).
In the 2024-25 financial
year, the government
approved medical reim-
bursement claims worth
Rs 232 crore.

BRS protests gas shortage,
seeks dlscussmn |n Assembly

Hyderabad: BRS legis-
lators led by party work-
ing president KT Rama
Rao staged a protest on
Tuesday over shortage
of LPG cylinders in the
State, seeking immediate
measures to ease the sit-
uation. They demanded
immediate clarification
from both the Central
and the State govern-
ments on the supply situ-
ation.Ahead of the
Assembly session, BRS
members gathered at
Telangana Martyrs’
Memorial at Gun Park
and held a demonstra-
tion carrying placards
shaped like gas cylin-
ders. Raising slogans
against rising prices and
irregular supply, they
marched toward the
Assembly with the plac-
ards, seeking a discus-
sion on the issue in the
House.The party leaders
said supply of commer-
cial gas cylinders to
hotels and small vendors
had been halted in sever-
al places even as author-
ities maintained that
there was no shortage.
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They said the disruption
had affected lakhs of
people, including small
traders, hotel workers
and middle-class house-
holds dependent on LPG.
Speaking to mediaper-
sons earlier, Rama Rao
linked the shortage to
the ongoing tensions in
West Asia. He said the
conflict involving Iran,
Israel and the United
States had strained glob-
al supply chains, with
ordinary citizens bearing
the impact.“People are
standing in long queues

at gas agencies across
the country, yet the
Central government says
there is no shortage. At
the same time, it is shift-
ing the blame to the
State government which
is admitting to the short-
age and blaming the
Centre, instead. Both
governments must tell
the truth to the public,”
he said, adding that the
Centre was reportedly
planning to reduce the
size of cylinders after
the ongoing elections in
five States conclude.

He demanded that the
Centre explore alterna-
tive ssaid, adding that
the Centre was reported-
ly planning to reduce the
size of cylinders after
the ongoing elections in
States conclude.urces if
imports from Iran were
affected and urged the
State government to
explain the situation in
the Assembly. He said
the BRS had moved
adjou rnment motions in
both Houses seeking a
debate on the gas supply
crisis.

BRSV leaders arrested during protest
near Assembly over educatlon aIIocatlons

Hyderabad: The
activists of BRSV (BRS
student wing) attempted
to besiege the Telangana
Assembly over neglect
of the education sector
by the Congress govern-
ment and demand for
release of pending fee
reimbursement  dues.
The police detained sev-
eral BRSV leaders and
shifted them to Punjag
utta and Nampally poli
ce stations.In a flash prot
est, the BRSV activists
appeared near the
Assembly gates carrying
placards and raising slo-
gans against the govern-
ment. Some activists
climbed onto the barri-
cades, leading to a brief
scuffle  with  police
before they were taken
into custody. Among
those arrested were
BRSV State president
Gellu Srinivas Yadav,
vice-president Thunga
Balu and several student
leaders.The BRSV
demanded immediate
clearance of fee reim-
bursement arrears,
implementation of the

job calendar and restora-
tion of student welfare
schemes, warning that
protests would intensify
if the government failed
to respond.Speaking to
mediapersons before his
arrest, Srinivas Yadav
said Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy failed to
give priority to educa-
tion despite repeated
assurances. He said that

though the Telangana

State Education
Commission  recom-
mended allocating 18
per cent of the budget to
the sector, the govern-
warning that protests
would intensify if the
governmentment limited
it to just eight per
cent.He raised concerns
over the pending release
of nearly 80 per cent of

last year’s fee reim-

bursement funds. He
said the outstanding
dues crossed Rs 8,000
crore, while the present
budget allocated only
about Rs 4,000 crore. He
also alleged that most of
the education budget
was being spent on
salaries, leaving little for
student welfare
schemes.

salaries of those neglecting parents

HYDERABAD: Taking
note of an increasing
number of complaints of
parental neglect, the
state Cabinet, which met
here  on  Monday,
approved a Parents
Support Bill mandating
financial responsibility
towards elderly parents.
The Cabinet also cleared
a set of legislative meas-
ures on hate speech, gig
workers’ welfare and
advocate protection.
Under the proposed law,
if public representatives,
government employees
or private employees fail
to take care of their eld-
erly parents, 15% of
their salaries or Rs
10,000 (whichever is
lower) will be deducted
and given to the parents
as financial support.
Chief ~ Minister A
Revanth Reddy had ear-
lier indicated that the
government was consid-
ering deductions from
employee salaries.
However, the inclusion
of private employees in
the Bill comes as a sur-
ﬁrise.The government
as also decided to bring
in an Act to curb hate
speech in the state. The
Cabinet approved the
“Telangana Hate Speech
and Hate Crime Prevent
o n Bill, 2026, on the
lines of a law enacted by
the Karna taka govern-
ment. The Bill seeks to
curb hate speech and
hate crimes, and aims to
prevent social media
posts, speeches and
actions that disturb com-
munal harmony or incite
violence, riots and con-
flicts in the state. The
government is likely to

3
T
e

introduce this Bill in the
ongoing Budget session.
The Cabinet approved
the formation of a sub-

committee to frame
guidelines for the pro-
posed Rohith Vemula
Act, aimed at preventing
caste discrimination in
educational institutions.
Deputy Chief Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikr amar-
ka will head the panel
with N Uttam Kumar
Reddy, D Sridhar Babu,
Damodar Rajanarasimha
and Ponnam Prabhakar
as  members.Cabinet
gives nod to Gig Wor
kers & Telangana Advo
cate Protection BillsThe
Cabinet has approved
the “Telangana Platfo
rm-Based Gig Workers
(Registration,  Social
Security and Welfare)
Act, 2026.” There are
around 4.2 lakh gig and
platform-based workers
in the state. Under the
new law, workers must
be registered with the
government. A Welfare

TELANGANA LEGISLATIVE ASSERBLY  #

"wrmnﬁb;
s ¢ ‘

£
¢

- 3,
s B

Board will
lished and a Welfare
Fund created. The Bill
provides legal recogni-
tion, social security and
protection of rights for
gig workers, and has
been revised to align
with the Social Security
Code recently intro-
duced by the Union gov-
ernment.The  Cabinet
also  approved the
Telangana  Advocate
Protection Bill, which
aims to prevent attacks
on law 69-km
Hyderabad Metro Phase
1 from L&T. As per the
sub-committee report,
the government ers and
ensure their safety. The
decision comes in the
backdrop of incidents
such as the murder of
Vaman Rao and his wife,
both advocates, and
seeks to provide better
security and legal proad-
vocates.Meanwhile, the
Cabinet has decided to
expedite the process of
taking over the existing

be estab-

69-km Hyderabad Metro
Phase 1 from L&T. As
per the sub-committee
report, the government
needs to pay around
15,000 crore, including
debt, to acquire the
Phase-1 project. Hyder
abad Metro Rail Limited
(HMRL) has been
assigned responsibility
for handling financial
transactions and pay-
ments on behalf of the
government, and will act
as the nodal agency.
The Cabinet approved
the report submitted by
an independent expert
committee formed to
study the caste census
conducted in the state.
The committee, chaired
by former Supreme
Court Justice B
Sudershan Reddy, pre-
pared the report. The
Cabinet discussed its
findings  and has
assigned it to a sub-com-
mittee for further exami-
nation.

No fuel or LPG shortage, police

Hyderabad: City Police
Commissioner VC
Sajjanar has clarified
that there is no shortage
of fuel or LPG cylinders
in Hyderabad, assuring
citizens that adequate
stocks are available and
supply is continuing
smoothly across the city.
Taking to social media
on Tuesday, the
Commissioner  urged
residents not to panic or
rush to petrol pumps or
gas agencies, warning
that such actions could
create unnecessary con-
gestion and disrupt nor-
mal supply operations.

The Hyderabad Police is

closely monitoring the
situation in coordination
with relevant depart-
ments to ensure uninter-
rupted distribution, he
said.Authorities  have
also appealed to the citi-
zens to remain calm,
avoid spreadiVC
Sajjanar assuresmooth
distribution d there is no
fuel or LPG shortage in
Hyderabad, urging citi-
zens to avoid panic buy-
ing. Police warn that

rumours and rush at
pumps could disrupt
smooth distribution

across the cityng or
believing rumours, and
cooperate with officials

to maintain normalcy in

urge citizens tO stay calm

the city.

Hyderabad Police Arrest 32 People Across 3 States
In QNet Fraud Case; Money Trail To Be Traced

Hyderabad:

The Hyderabad City
Police arrested 32 peo-
ple, including 11 wo
men, in connection with
a large-scale multi-level
marketing fraud linked
to QNet, following coor-
dinated raids across
Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Kar nata-
ka.Addressing a press
conference at the Co
mmissioner's office in
Basheerbagh on Mo
nday, Hyderabad Police
Commissioner V C
Sajjanar said the accused
were involved in deceiv-
ing thousands of people
and collecting crores of
rupees through illegal
money circulation
schemes. A total of 68
cases have been regis-
tered in the state so far
against frauds carried
out under the guise of
Vihaan Direct Selling
Private Limited, with
four new cases added
recentI?/The crackdown
was led by Special
Branch Joint Commiss
ioner of Police Vijay

Kumar, with 27 teams
from the Central Crime
Station (CCS) and
Special Investiga tion
Team (SIT) conducting
simultaneous searches
across the three
states.Police said QNet,
a Hong Kong-based
entity, has been operat-
ing multi-level market-
ing activities in India
through different names
over the years. Despite
earlier scrutiny and
restrictions on money
circulation schemes, the
network allegedly resur-
faced under various
identities, including
Gold Quest and Quest
net, and is currently oper
ating as Vihaan Direct
Selling. Acco rding to
investigators, the fraud
primarily targeted IT
employees and unem-
ployed youth through
soclal media advertise-
ments promising high

returns from e-com-
merce investments in
India and  abroad.

Victims were lured with
claims that an invest-

ment of ?5-10 Iakh could
yield returns of ?3-4
crore within two years.

Many recruits were
encouraged to take per-
sonal loans from fintech
companies at interest
rates ranging between
19% and 22% to fund
their investmen opportu-
nities and offering prod-
ucts such as Ayurvedic
items, biscuits and
honey as part of the
package.In a post on X,
Sajjanar said that the
fraudulent neitems, bis-
cuits and twork lured IT
employees and youth
with fake promises of
high returns. "I urge the
public NOT to fall for
such  "get-rich-quick"
traps. Promoting or join-
ing these schemes is a

punlshable offence
under the Prize Chits
and Money Circulation
Schemes (Banning) Act,
1978. Stay vigilant!"

Police said victims were
also enticed with foreign
trips and made to sign
affidavits—recorded on
video—stating that they
were investing voluntar-
ily. When investors
sought refunds, they
were allegedly pressured
to enrol new members
into the scheme.Those
arrested hail from multi-
ple locations, including
Hyderabad, Mahab
ubnagar, Bella mpalli,
Warangal, Visa khapat-
nam, Eluru, Nellore,
Nandyal, Narsipatnam
and parts of Odisha.
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'BJP Seal' On EC Letter: Now, Kerala
Cyber Police Directs X To Remove Posts
'Insulting ECI And Inciting Hostility’

Thiruvananthapuram:
Amid severe criticism by
Congress, CPI(M) and
social media users, the
Cyber Police wing of
Kerala Police department
on Tuesday issued a for-
mal notice to X, formerly
Twitter, asking it to
remove certain social
media posts that allegedly
tarnished the image of the
Election Commission of
India (ECI) and spread
content that could harm
communal harmony.

The notice,issued by
Inspector Binoj S on
behalf  of  Inspector
General of Police (Cyber
Operations), Kerala, states
that the posts in question
not only insult a national
institution but also have
the potential to create divi-
sion and hostility among
people."This is to bring to
your urgent attention a
matter of grave concern
regarding an X post that
blatantly  insults  the
Election Commission of
India and propagates con-
tent that undermines com-
munal harmony. The post
in question is not only a

direct affront to a respect-
ed national institution but
also poses a serious threat
to public order by inciting
division and hostility," the
Cyber Police said in its
notice to X Corp.
According to the notice,
issued under Section
79(3)(b) of the IT Act,
2000 and Rule 3(1)(d) of
the IT Rules, 2021, the
content includes a 2019
document that mistakenly
carried the seal of a politi-
cal party due to a "clerical
error'. Authorities said
this error has already been
corrected, but the contin-
ued circulation of the doc-
ument is being used to
spread false claims and
mislead the public.

"There is an urgent need
for the immediate removal
of all digital content fea-
turing a superseded 2019
document that inadver-
tently contained a political
party’s seal due to a cleri-
cal error, which has since
been rectified. The contin-
ued circulation of this
retracted material is being
used to spread false alle-
gations, thereby under-
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mining the integrity and
transparency  of  the
Election Commission,"
the notice added.Police
further warned that such
misinformation could
affect The notice also
warned X saying failure to
remove or disable access
to the content could lead to
loss of legal protection
under the IT Act and make
them liable for legal
action.

OF
INDIA

the integrity and trans-
parency of the Election
Commission and may lead
to serious law and order
issues across the state.To
prevent further escalation
of the situation, all media
outlets and digital plat-
forms have been directed
to stop sharing the con-
cerned document and
remove it immediately
from their archives and
social media accounts.
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The notice also warned X
saying failure to remove
or disable access to the
content could lead to loss
of legal protection under
the IT Act and make them
liable for legal action.

Moreover, a list of specific
X posts has been shared in
the notice, seeking urgent
action by the platform.

Formula E Case: Telangana ACB files charge sheet

against BRS Leader KT Ram

Hyderabad: The
Telangana ACB has filed a
charge sheet in a court
here in the Formula E race
case in which BRS
Working President K T
Rama Rao is the prime
accused.The charge sheet,
filed on Monday, also
names senior 1AS officer
Arvind Kumar, former
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Develop ment Authority
chief engineer B L N
Reddy, and two others.The
probe pertains to alleged
irregularities in payments
of around Rs 55 crore,
mostly in foreign curren-
cy, for the Formula E race
planned for 2024 during
the previous BRS govern-
ment. The payment
allegedly violated laid-
down procedures.

The race was held in
Hyderabad in February
2023, while the second
edition, scheduled for

2024, was cancelled after
the Congress government
assumed office in
December 2023.In Decem
ber 2024, the Anti-Corru
ption Bureau (ACB) regis-
tered a case against Rama
Rao, Kumar, and Reddy
under relevant provisions
of the Prevention of
Corruption Act and the
Indian Penal Code, for
charges including criminal
misappropriation, breach
of trust, and conspiracy.

The then governor Jishnu
Dev Varma had granted
sanction for the prosecu-
tion of Rama Rao in
November last year, while
the Centre cleared the
prosecution of Arvind
Kumar last month.The
Telangana ACB has filed a
charge sheet against BRS
leader K.T. Rama Rao and
four others over alleged
?55 crore irregularities in
the Formula E race. The

probe focuses on unautho-
rized foreign currency
transfers.

Rama Rao has denied the
allegations, saying the

a Rao an
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decision to transfer funds
to the race organisers was
taken to promote
Hyderabad’s image and
there was no corruption

d four others

involved.The money sent
by the government lies
with the organisers, and
there is no corruption in
matter, Rao had claimed.

Iconic buildings will come up In cap-
ital Amaravati: Minister Narayana

KAKINADA: Minister
for municipal administra-
tion and urban develop-
ment P Narayana said the
government proposed to
construct iconic buildings
in the capital Amaravati.
He said The Andhra
Pradesh Assembly build-
ing will stand as an iconic
structure worldwide with
height of 250 metres. He
said five more buildings
including the AP High
Court, will also be con-
structed as iconic land-
marks in Amaravati.
Narayana spoke to the
media in Kakinada after
attending the erstwhile
East Godavari District
Development Review
Committee meeting held
at the Zilla Parishad hall
on Monday.Narayana info
rmed the Central govern-
ment Centre has allocated
Rs 15,000 crore for capital
Amaravati on the request
of the Chief Minister, and
Rs 11,000 crore has been
mobilised  from  the
Housing and Urban Deve
lopment Corporation
Limited (HUDCO) for

construction of the capital.
He added that around
5,000 acres of developed
land have already been
mobilised as investment
for the state capital’s con-
struction. All estimations
were done during the cap-
ital’s establishment plan-
ning, he noted.He alleged
that the previous YSRCP
government collected
garbage tax from the pub-
lic.Narayana said around
7,000 metric tonnes (MT)
of waste is produced daily
in the state, and all of it is
now being processed to
ensure a clean environ-
ment. The Minister criti-
cised the YSRCP govern-
ment had turned the
administration as garbage.
He said they could not
expect the alliance gov-
ernment to streamline
administration easily, as
they had destroyed all
departments by diverting
funds due to poor plan-
ning, leaving behind
crores of rupees in debt.

The previous government
thought the huge debts
would prevent the next

regime from ruling effec-
tively, but Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu of the
alliance government over-
came the challenging situ-
ation with his vast experi-
ence, the minister stated.

Minister Narayana sug-
gested to the public that
the government has intro-
duced WhatsApp Governa
nce for transparency, and
everyone should utilize
these services.Payments
can be made, certificates

downloaded, and com-
plaints lodged through this
platform.Three Anna Ca
nteens have been establish
ed in Kak inada Rural con-
stituency. They will be
inaugurated rores  of
rupees in debt.

The previous government
would prevent the next
regime from ruling effec-
tively, but Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu of the
alliance government over-
came the challenging situ-

H

ation with his vast experi-
ence, the minister stated.
Minister Narayana sug-
gested to the public that
the government has intro-
duced WhatsApp Governa
nce for transparency, and
everyone should utilize
these services.Payments
can be made, certificates
downloaded, and comby
the Chief Minister, possi-
bly next month, along with
70 across the state, he
added.

Emailed Bomb Threat To
Assembly Speaker Vijender
Gupta Delays Delhi Budget

Present
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New Delhi: Hours before Chief Minister Rekha Gupta was scheduled
to present the state's annual budget on the second day of the Budget
Session of the Delhi Assembly that commenced on Monday, Speaker
Vijender Gupta received a threatening message in his personal email,
warning that he would be blown up.Delhi Police and various security
agencies were immediately put on high alert, as security personnel car-
ried out a thorough scan of the entire Assembly building.

The threatening emil not only targeted the Assembly Speaker, but also
warned of bombs going off across the Assembly complex. As a result,
Tuesday's Budget session has been delayed for some time.

The Email And The Sequence Of EventsAccording to official sources,
a suspicious message was received on Assembly Speaker Vijender
Gupta's personal email ID at around 8.57 am on Tuesday. Exactly 10
minutes later, at 9.08 am, another similar email was received on the
official email ID of the Assembly Secretariat.Preliminary investiga-
tions have revealed that these emails made reference to the 'Khalistan
National Army'. The message, couched in a threatening tone, stated that
bombs had been planted within the Delhi Assembly complex and
would soon be detonated.Immediately upon receiving the threat, the
Assembly Speaker wrote to the Delhi Police Commissioner, demand-
ing a thorough investigation into the matter and strict action against the
culprits. Acting swiftly, the police have deployed bomb disposal squads
and dog squads within the Assembly complex. Teams from the Cyber
??Cell have begun working to trace the sender of the emails. Notably,
the Delhi Assembly had received a similar bomb threat just last month,
following which security at the Assembly had already been tight-
ened..Expressing deep concern over the incident, Assembly Speaker
Vijender Gupta stated that attempting to intimidate the "temple of
democracy” In such a manner is reprehensible. He made it clear that
such threats would not deter him from discharging his constitutional
duties.He also said that the state government has demanded that the
Ministry of Home Affairs and the Delhi Police track the IP address of
the emails to unmask the conspirators.

Maharashtra | State Women's Commission
Chairperson Rupali Chakankar Resigns
Following Ashok Kharat Row

ol L

Mumbai: Following
mounting pressure in
the row involving
Ashok Kharat, Rupali
Chakankar, the
Chairperson of the
State Women's Com
mission, Mahara
shtra, tendered her
resignation on
Friday.Kharat is an
accused in an alleged
rape case in Nashik.
She submitted her
resignation by writ-
ing a letter addressed
to Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis.Meabhile,
the Maharashtra State
Women's Comm
ission has formally
requested the
Maharashtra Director
General of Police,
Sadanand Date, via a
letter, to appoint a
‘Special Investigation
Team' (SIT) to probe
Chaankar had made
this demand in her
letter addressed to the
DGP. Later on Friday
evening, she visited
Deputy Chief
Minister Sunetra
Pawar and formally
handed over her res-
ignation.Allegations
are being levelled
against Chakankar
regarding her pur-
ported connections
According to sources,
Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
had instructed
Chakankar on Friday

S

evening to step down
from her post.In her
letter addressed to the

DGP, Chakankar
noted that Ashok
Kharat stands

accused of repeatedly
subjecting a 35-year-
old woman from
Nashik to sexual
assault over a period
years.Maharashtra
Minister of State for
Home Pankaj Bhoyar
(Rural) told reporters,
"It is being reported
that several individu-
als are involved in
this case. The full
sequence of events
will not come to light
until a thorough
investigation is con-
ducted. Consequ
ently, the ultimate
truth  will emerge
only after a comp
rehensive inqu
gations that decisions
favouring the ‘fake
godman' Ashok
Kharat were taken
during the tenure of
Uddhav Thackeray as
Maharashtra  Chief
Minister. We have not
yet received specific
information regard-
ing this  matter.
However, if such
incidents did indeed
occur, they will be
investigated. Furthe
rmore, appropriate
action will be taken
against all guilty par-
ties involved," added
Bhoyar.  Congress

leader Vijay Wad etti-
war termed Chak
ankar as a small fish.
In a post on X, he
Chakankar, the chair-
person of the most
ineffective women's
commission in the
state, has resigned,
but she has not lost
her dignity while
resigning! She has
mentioned in the let-
ter that she is resign-
ing voluntarily for
personal reasons!
That means they
don't feel any regret
or mistake for the
pressure they put on
women and journal-
ists in the Ashok
Kharat case, and the
efforts they made to
prevent a police com-
case.""Chakankar's
behaviour, while
resigning, as if it
were a favour, is con-
demnable.  Rupali
Chakankar is a small
fish. How many other
ministers were there?
Who gave royal pro-
tection to this rapist
father and tried to
save him? Action
should be taken
against all of them.
An investigation
should also be con-
ducted into which
leaders and ministers
called to suppress this
matter, and action
should be taken," the
senior Congress
leader said.
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