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Minister requests RTC employees to with-
draw their proposed strike

Hyderabad: Transport
and BC Welfare Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar has
urged RTC employees to
withdraw their proposed
strike, assuring that the
State government was
ready to resolve their
issues through dialogue.
The minister in a state-
ment said that matters
related to the RTC merg-
er and labour unions fall
under the government’s
purview and already a
committee was examin-
ing the merger issue.

“Except for these two
aspects, the government
is open to discussions on
all other employee con-
cerns. Our doors are
always open for employ-
ees to present their
grievances,” he said.

Further,  highlighting
recent measures,
Prabhakar stated that a
2.1 per cent Dearness
Allowance (DA) has
been implemented and
there are no pending DA
dues.he minister added
that the government is
also considering the Pay
Revision Commission
(PRC) for the RTC staff.

Referring to the merger
process, the minister
noted that the previous
government had formed
a committee on
September 9, 2023, but
the issue did not
progress due to consecu-
tive election schedules.

He said the current gov-
ernment, after assuming
office, focused on
strengthening RTC serv-
ices, including launch-
ing the free bus travel
scheme for women

under the Mahalaxmi
scheme.Prabhakar said
the RTC was now recov-
ering, with over 90
depots reportedly run-
ning in profit. He
stressed that a strike at
this stage would incon-
venience the public and
affect the organisation’s
stability. The  minister
also pointed to financial
improvements, stating
that PF dues have been
reduced from Rs 1,205
crore to Rs 600 crore,

while CCS dues have
come down from Rs 690
crore to Rs 300 crore.
Additionally, 2,978 new
buses have been intro-
duced and 1,134 com-
passionate appointments
provided. Recruitment
processes have been
completed and new hires
will join soon.The min-
ister urged employees to
call off the strike and
resolve issues amicably
through discussions.

Telangana: Bhoodan land demolition case
sparks fresh controversy in Khammam

Khammam: There seems
to be no end in sight to
the controversy  sur-
rounding demolition of
houses on Bhoodan
lands at Velugumatla vil-
lage in  Khammam
Urban mandal in the dis-
trict on February 24 and
the extent of land donat-
ed to Bhoodan Yagnha
Board.The issue has
come to the fore once
again with a fact-finding
committee headed by
retired judge Justice B
Chandra Kumar seeking
an enquiry into alleged
encroachment of
Bhoodan lands in
Survey No: 147,148 and
149 of Velugumatla.

A reprt submitted by the
committee demanded
the State government to
come clear on the extent
of land gifted to
Bhoodan Yagna Board.
The report said that dur-
ing 1960’s to 1990, the
adangal pahanies show
that the entire extent of
land is 62 acres and
seven guntas. Some reco
rds show that Kalvala
Vekata Raja Rama Rao
had donated 31.04 acres
of land in the said survey

numbers.

Whereas an order by
Joint Collector Kham
mam in prohibition of
transfers (POT) revision
4/2008 dated March 6,
2013, revealed an extent
of 31-21 acres of land,
the same survey num-
bers were donated to an
individual N Gopala
Krishna Reddy with a
reference to Bhoodan
Yagna Board A/74/2007
dated April 13, 2007.

It might be noted that the
district administration
maintained that in 1953,
Raja Rama Rao donated
only 31 acres and seven
guntas of land, contrary
to the claims made by

the fact-finding that the
total extent of land was
62 acres and seven gun-
tas.If Bhoodan land was
under illegal encroach-
ment, the same has to be
dealt with as the grabbed
land and civil and crimi-
nal action should be ini-
tiated, and entire land
should be restored to the
Bhoodan Yagna Board,
the report suggested.

The board issued a letter
dated February 27, 2018,
stating that 31.07 acres
of land were allotted to
818 beneficiaries (every
100 yards as a house
site). However Bhoodan
Yagna board again
issued another letter in

— were

TBYB/B/27/2019
dated March 2, 2019,
stating that no proceed-
ings were issued grant-

¢ ing said house pattas.It

was not clear which let-
ter in true, if at all
bogus house site pattas
issued, what
action the government
had taken against G
Rajender Reddy, the
then chairman  of
Bhoodan Yagna Board,
for issuing bogus house
site pattas, the report
questioned.The fact-
finding committee want-
ed the government to
make a list of all the per-
sons whose houses and
sheds were dismantled,
to prepare a list of bene-
ficiaries eligible for
house sites pattas and a
gram sabha should be
held after due notifica-
tion.The names of all
those whose houses have
been dismantled and
names of all the eligible
beneficiaries should be
finalised in gram sabha
and they should be given
house site pattas and
financial help for con-
struction of houses, it
demanded.

CBIT launches six-day FDP on Zscaler
Zero Trust Cloud Securlty

Hyderabad: Chaitanya
Bharathi Institute of
Technology (CBIT) has
commenced a six-day
Faculty Development
Programme (FDP) on
“Zscaler Zero Trust
Cloud Security.”

The FDP is being organ-
ised by the Department
of Artificial Intelligence
and Machine Learning
(AI&ML) in collabora-
tion with All India
Council for Technical
Education under its
ATAL Academy, in asso-
ciation with EdusSkills,
and  supported by
Zscaler.The programme,
with participation from
faculty members,
research scholars, and
industry professionals,
focuses on enhancing
knowledge in cybersecu-
rity and Zero Trust
Architecture, a key
approach for secfocuses
on enhancing focuses on
enhancing ring modern
digital systems. Sessions
are led by Sai Venkat,
Lead Technical Trainer
at Zscaler.

=

Participants are receiv-
ing hands-on training on
Zscaler’s Zero Trust
Exchange platform,
including tools such as
ZIA, ZPA, and ZDX.
The FDP also covers
cybersecurity fundamen-
tals, emerging cyber
threats, and advanced
cloud security practices.

—

focuses on enhancing

The programme is coor-
dinated by Dr Y Rama
Devi, Professor & Head,
AI&ML, Dr D Raman,

Professor, CSE,
aZscaler’s Zero Trust
Exchange platform,

including tools such as
ZIA, ZPA, and ZDX.
The FDP also covers

cybersecurity fundamen-

tals, emerging cyber
threats, and advanced
cloud security practices.
nd Bibek  Ranjan,
Director, EdusSkills,
along with co-coordina-
tors Dr  Prabhakar
Kandukuri and Dr Uma
Maheswari V.
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Fresh scrutiny as court questions gaps in
CBI probe into Vivekananda Reddy case

Hyderabad: Justice K.
Sujana of the Telangana
High Court on Monday
directed the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) to file its counter
in a criminal petition
raising serious concerns
over the manner in
which the investigation
into the murder of for-
mer  minister V.S,
Vivekananda Reddy has
been conducted.

The matter has been
posted to April 27. The
petition,  filed by
Suneetha Narreddy,
daughter of Y.S. Vive
kananda Reddy, seeks
comprehensive further
investigation into what
is alleged to be an
incomplete and selective
probe, particularly on
aspects relating to a larg-
er conspiracy, destruc-
tion of evidence and
financial links.Counsel
for the petitioner, S.
Goutham, submitted that
despite multiple charge
sheets, crucial angles
remain  unexamined,
resulting in what was
described as a fragment-
ed and inconclusive
investigation. It was
argued that the right to a
fair investigation, flow-
ing from Article 21, can-
not be compromised by
a hurried or piecemeal
probe.A central plank of
the petitioner’s case
relates to the issue of
prior knowledge of the
death. It was pointed out
that certain individuals,
including former Chief

Minister
Pradesh Y. S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy, were
allegedly informed
about the death in the
early hours of March 15,
2019, even before the
news broke out. It was
also contended that this
unexplained early inti-
mation constitutes a vital
link in a case based on
circumstantial evidence
and ought to have been
thoroughly investigat-
ed.The petitioner further
alleged that the investi-
gation failed to properly
examine the money trail
involving unaccounted
cash and jewellery alle
gedly linked to certain
accused persons, as well
as the non-recovery of
the weapon used in the
offence. It was also con-
tended that several indi-
viduals named in the
material on record were
neither fully investigated
nor arrayed as accused,

of Andhra despite indications of

their involvement in
destruction of evidence
and post-occurrence

events.Seious lapses in
the initial handling of
the crime scene were
also highlighted. The
petition refers to depart-
mental findings against
J.Shankariah who was
the first investigating
officer for alleged mis-
conduct, including fail-
ure to preserve the scene
of offence, delay in reg-
istering the correct
offence and possible
suppression of material
evidence at the inception
of the case.Another sig-
nificant aspect raised
was the alleged exis-
tence of a coordinated
effort by the Accused to
influence witnesses and
manipulate the course of
investigation. The peti-
tioner relied on RTI
responses and official
communications to con-

tend that multiple offi-
cers were involved in
actions  that could
amount to obstruction of
justice, warranting a
deeper probe by the
CBI.It was also submit-
ted that the scope of fur-
ther investigation
ordered earlier by the
trial court was unduly
restricted to a narrow
issue relating to
exchange of messages,
leaving out broader
questions  concerning
conspiracy,  financial
transactions and destruc-
tion of evidence. App
earing for the CBI,
standing counsel Srin
ivas Kapatia sought time
to place a detailed count-
er on record.The court
granted two weeks’ time
for the same. Taking
note of the submissions,
thesuppression of mate-
rial Court adjourned the
matter to April 27 for
further hearing.

Congress MLAs face criticism over
controversial remarks In Telangana

HYDERABAD:
Criticism is mounting
from various sections
over abusive remarks
and ogen threats being
made by Congress legis-
lators, even as Cabinet
Ministers attempt to play
down the incidents in
subsequent damage con-
trol exercises.

The latest incident of
intemperate  language
and gestures being used
was reported on
Monday, when Ramag
undam MLA Makkan
Singh Raj Thakur, who
threatened to hack peo-
ple to death. Speaking at
a programme in Ma
nthani constituency, he
alleged that Opp osition
leaders were threatening
the Congress worker
s.He said the party
would stand by its work-
ers. “Minister Sridhar
Babu may not be avail-
able in Manthani con-
stituency daily. But, if
Congress workers are
threatened or if some-
thing happens to them,
we will come in two

hours and hack the
offenders to death,”

Videos of his remarks
went viral on social
media, drawing criticism
from several quarters.
Many questioned his
conduct and opined that
use of such intemperate
language was unwar-
ranted.Following  the
backlash, Industries
Minister D Sridhar Babu
sought to downplay the
incident.In the apparuse
of such intemperate ent
damage control exercise,
he maintained that Raj
Thakur strives to main-
tain peace and does not

take steps that disturb it.
He said Congress work-
ers were facing threats
and that the MLA spoke
in that manner to instill
confidence among them.
“Any such intentions,
irrespective of any per-
son, will be con-
demned,” the Minister
said.The Ramagundam
MLA’s person, remarks
are not an isolated inci-
dent. In recent days, a
few Congress MLAs
have drawn criticism for
their behaviour towards
officials.On April 10,
Mahabubnagar MLA
Yennam Srinivas Reddy

expressed anger at offi-
cials for not following
protocol. At a blood
donation camp in a gov-
ernment hospital, he
reportedly told them that
they draw salaries bec
ause of the budget
passed by legislators and
questioned thperson,eir
conduct.Similarly, last
week, Bhupalpally MLA
Gandra Satyanarayana
was seen abusing sanita-
tion staff and a doctor. In
a video that circulated
widely, he criticised the
staff and doctor over
arrangements and called
him “a useless fellow.”

BCY Supporters Block National Highway
In Mangalagiri as Stir Enters Thlrd Day

Vijayawada:

Tension prevailed on the
Guntur-Vijayawada
national highway at
Mangalagiri on Monday
after  supporters  of
Bharatha Chaitanya
Yuvajana (BCY) party
leader Bode Ramach
andra Yadav staged a
road blockade as his
indefinite fast entered
the third day. The protest
was part of the ongoing
“BC Dharma Deeksha”
launched by the BCY
leader, demanding fulfil-
ment of several issues
related to Backward
Classes. Supporters
resorted to the highway
blockade alleging that
the state government had
not responded to the agi-

tation despite repeated
appeals. Traffic move-
ment was affected for
some time due to the
protest. Meanwhile, con-
cerns were raised over

the health condition of

Bode Ramachandra
Yadav, who continues
his indefinite  fast.

Doctors attending to him
reportedly  expressed

concern over his deterio-
rating condition,
prompting anxiety
among party workers
and supporters.
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tions except for encroachments on public land

Hyderabad: Justice B.
Vijaysen Reddy of the
Telangana High Court on
Monday directed the
Hyderabad Disaster Res
ponse and Asset Prote
ction Agency (HYDRAA)
not to carry out demoli-
tions in the city and
municipal areas, except in
cases relating to removal
of encroachments on river
bodies, nalas and public
roads.The court expressed
serious concern  over
repeated violations of its
earlier orders and the
absence of a Standard
Operating Procedure
(SOP) governing demoli-
tion drives. Observing that
he had been hearing “hun-
dreds of cases,” the judge
noted that no SOP had
been placed on record for
demolitions within the
limits of the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation.The direction
came in a writ petition
filed by M.A. Shareef, a
98-year-old agriculturist
from Ailapur village in
Ameenpur mandal, who
alleged that officials
accompanied by uni-
formed personnel entered
his land at about 4.30 a.m.
on Saturday and demol-
ished multiple structures,
including a two-storeyed
ancestral house, water
tank, compound walls and

animal sheds. He further
alleged that CCTV cam-
eras and related equipment
were also taken away.

Senior counsel L. Ravi
chander, appearing for the
petitioner, described the
operation as a “war-like
situation” and questioned
the presence of unidenti-
fied persons in safari suits
during the demolition. He
argued that such actions
lacked statutory backing
and violated established
safeguards against early
morning or weekend dem-
olitions, which courts have
repeatedly cautioned
against.During the hear-
ing, the senior counsel
also objected to what he
termed as factual inconsis-
tencies in submissions
made by the State, repre-
sented by Additional
Advocate General Imran
Khan. When the law offi-
cer indicated that he was
not fully instructed, the
court was told that citizens
similarly caught unaware
in pre-dawt of a batch of
lunch motion cases led by
advocate Deepak Misra,
all raising grievances of
alleged high-handed
action in Am eenpur man-
dal. Hyderabad: Justice B.
Vi{'aysen Reddy of the
Telangana High Court on
Monday directed the
Hyderabad Disaster
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Response and  Asset
Protection Agency val of
encroachments on river
bodiethat no SOP had
been placed on record for
demolitions within the
limits of the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation.The direction
came in a writ petition
filed by M.A. Shareef, a
98-year-old agriculturist
from Ailapur village in

Ameenpur mandal, who
alleged that officials
accompanied by uni-

formed personnel entered
his land at about 4.30 a.m.
on Saturday and demol-
ished multiple structures,
including a two-storeyed
ancestral house, water
tank, compound walls and
animal sheds. He further
alleged that CCTV cam-
eras and related equipment
were also taken away.

Senior counsel L. Ravi
chander, appearing for the
petitioner, described the
operation as a “war-like
situation” and questioned

the presence of unidenti-
fied persons in safari suits
during the demolition. He
argued that such actions
lacked statutory backing
and violated established
safeguards against early
morning or weekend dem-
olitions, which courts have
repeatedly cautioned
against.During the hear-
ing, the senior counsel
also objected to what he
termed as factual inconsis-
tencies in submissions
made by the State, repre-
sented by Additional
Advocate General Imran
Khan. When the law offi-
cer indicated that he was
not fully instructed, the
court was told that citizens
similarly caught unaware
in pre-dawn demolitions
were left with no opportu-
nity to respond.lt was fur-
ther submitted that the
petitioner’s  ownership
traces back over a century,
supported by a judicial
declaration recognising
title since 1902. The mat-

ter formed part of a batch
of lunch motion cases led
by advocate Deepak
Misra, all raising griev-
ances of alleged high-
handed action in
Ameenpur mandal.
Making strong observa-
tions, Justice Vijaysen
Reddy said it was “shock-
ing” that demolitions were
undertaken without notice
and in violation of princi-
ples of natural justice.
Even assuming the con-
structions were unautho-
rised, the court questioned
how protecting public
interest b emphasised that
such measures must be
carried out strictly in
accordance with law.
Pointing out that more
than a year had passed
since HYDRAA’s forma-
tion, the court remarked
that there remained a lack
of clarity on the source of
its powers and the proce-
dural framework govern-
ing its actions.

Until an SOP or statutory
guidelines are framed
under the relevant munici-
pal laws, the agency was
restrained from acting in
matters involving internal
roads or removal of com-
pound walls.The case will
be taken up for further
hearing after the State
places its response on
record.

Warangal RO Sub-Registrar Suspended After
ACB Raids Expose Alleged Irregularities

WARANGAL:

Warangal  Registration
Office (RO) sub-registrar-
I Jamalapuri Ram anar-
simha Rao has been
placed under suspension
following allegations of
corruption, according to
official orders issued by
the special secretary
(Registration and Stamps)
and in-charge commis-
sioner Rajeev Gandhi
Hanumanthu. The action
follows Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) raids con-
ducted on April 3 at the
Warangal RO office.
During the searches, offi-
cials reportedly found evi-
dence of illegal registra-
tions and disproportionate

assets. Also Read - Part
Time Job Fraud Tops Cyb
erabad Crime in 2025 Su

b-registrar-1l An and had
already been suspended
earlier in connection with

the same case. The latest
suspension of Ram anar-
simha Rao was taken

based on a report sub-
mitted by the Deputy
Inspector General (DIG)
Subhashini.  Although
the disciplinary action
was finalised on April
10, formal orders were
delayed due to interven-
ing holidays. Official
sources said the investi-
gation also revealed sus-
pected online transac-
tions amounting to 743
lakh between the two
sub-registrars. The
inquiry is continuing to
ascertain whether more
officials were inv olved
in the alleged irregular
registration network.

Excise Policy Case: Kejriwal Questions Judge’s

New Delhi: The Delhi
High Court on Monday
heard the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI)’s
petition challenging the
trial court’s order acquit-
ting all 23 accused, includ-
ing former Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, in the
Delhi excise policy case.
Kejriwal personally
appeared and presented
arguments before Justice
Swarna Kanta Sharma
during the hearing.
During the proceedings,
the former Delhi CM
questioned Justice Sha
rma's impartiality and
sought her recusal from
the case. He levelled mul-
tiple serious allegations,
raising concerns about
judicial neutrality, and
cited around 10 Kkey
grounds in his applica—
tion.The CBI Iposed
Kejrlwal s plea, calling it
“forum shopping”, and
argued that a judge’s
alleged participation in
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS)-linked
events cannot be grounds
for recusal.Earlier, Kejri
wal and Manish Sisodia
wrote to Chief Justice D K
Upadhyaya seeking trans-
fer of the case from Justice
Sharma’s bench. Their
request was rejected.
Court Reserves Order
After hearing arguments
from all sides, the High

Court reserved its verdict
on the recusal plea. No
date has been fixed yet.
During the hearing, Justice

Sharma remarked, “You
argued well. You can
become a lawyer.” Kejr

iwal responded that he
was satisfied with his cur-
rent role. The proceedings
began around 2:30 PM
and continued until nearly
7 PM.Questions Over
Judicial Proces sKejriwal
argued that past proceed-
ings in the case indicated a
lack of fairness. He
claimed that on March 9,
when the High Court first
heard the matter, none of
the accused was present,
yet the court made prima
facie observations against
the trial court order with-
out hearing the defence.He
also alleged that the court
stayed Enforcement
Directorate (ED) proceed-
ings without any formal

request, raising questions
over judicial
propriety.Kejriwal further
claimed that, while other
cases usually get months
to respond, the accused
were granted only a week
to reply to a 600-page
order and a complex CBI
appeal.Allegations  Of
BiasIn his plea, Kejriwal
alleged  that  Justice
Sharma had earlier made
strong observations while
rejecting bail applications
of accused persons, which,
according to him, reflected
a “pre-determined mind-
set”. He also claimed that
several of her bail orders
were later set aside by the
Supreme Court, which
subsequently granted
relief to the accused.

The plea further alleged
that the judge often
accepted the CBIl and ED's
submissions without
enough  scrutiny. It

claimed she even acted on
oral arguments.Kejriwal
also raised concerns about
alleged conflicts of inter-
est. He claimed that
Justice Sharma’s children
are lawyers representing
the Centre under Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta,
who is appearing in the
case.Additionally, the plea
referred to her alleged par-
ticipation in events linked
to the RSS-affiliated
Adhivakta Parishad. It
suggested possible ideo-
logical bias.Reference To
Amit Shah’s Interview
The application also cited
a recent interview of
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, who reported-
ly said that Kejriwal
would have to approach
the Supreme Court against
a High Court order. The
plea questioned how such
a remark could be made
before the verdict was
delivered.Trial Court
Acquittal And  Case
BackgroundOn February
27, the Rouse Avenue
Court  acquitted  all
accused, citing major con-
tradictions in the
chargesheet. It  was
observed that the evidence
presented did not align
with the witness state-
ments, rendering the case
unsustainable.

The High Court later
issued notices to all

Impartlallty Delhi HC Reserves Verdict

accused on March 9 and
stayed adverse remarks
made by the trial court
against the CBI. It also
ordered the trial court not
to proceed with related
money laundering pro-
ceedings. The trial court
had previously noted that
Manish  Sisodia spent
about 530 days in jail,
while Kejriwal spent 156
days in custody over two
stints. Kejriwal was grant-
ed bail by the Supreme
Court in the CBI case on
September 13, 2024.
Arrests And Chargesheets
The Enforcement
Directorate arrested
Kejriwal on March 21,
2024, while the CBI
arrested him on June 26,
2024. The ED filed its
sixth supplementary
chargesheet on May 10,
naming several accused,
including BRS leader K
Kavitha.The court took
cognisance of the
chargesheet on May 29.
Kavitha was later granted
bail by the Supreme Court
on August 27 in both the
ED and CBI cases.Judge’s
RemarkWhile reserving
the order, Justice Sharma
said, “I have learned a lot
about recusal jurispru-
dence. This is the first
time in my life someone
has asked me to recuse. |
hope | will deliver a good
judgment.”

Six firms in race to prepare master
plan for Telangana S Future City

HYDERABAD Slx
consulting firms,
including three from
Singapore, have sub-
mitted bids to prepare
the Vision and C
omprehensive Master
Plan 2047 for Telan
gana’s proposed ‘Fu
ture City’ project.
The selected firm will
complete the work
within nine months,
official sources told
TNIE.The project,
spread over 765 sq
km across seven
mandals and 56 vil-
lages, is being devel-
oped as a next-gener-
ation urban  hub
aimed at attracting
investment and pro-
moting industry,
advanced manufac-
turing, education and

research.The firms
that have shown
interest include

Meinhardt Singapore,
Surbana Jurong, LEA
Associates, AECOM,
CBRE and Interconti
nental Con sultants.
Their technical bids
will be evaluated

flrst and shortlisted
firms will move to
financial evaluation
in early May. Work is
expected to begin
after the second week
of May.The Future
City  Development
Aut hority (FCDA),
set up under the Te
langana Urban Areas
(Development) Act,
1975, is overseeing
the project.Officials
said the master plan
will focus on planned
development  with
coordinated land use,
shared infrastructure
and adequate residen-
tial and social facili-
ties. It will also
include environmen-
tal safeguards, cli-
mate resilience and
net-zero pl anni
ng.The area includes
a mix of urban, semi-
urban and rural
regions. Of the 56
villages, 36 were part
of the HMDA Master
Plan 2031, while 20
were newly brought
under the FCDA.
Large parts of the

region currently lack
a statutory planning
framework, leading
to unplanned growth.
The new master plan
aims to bring all these
areas under a single,
organised develop-
ment strategy, ensur-
ing better regulation
and long-term plan-
ning. It will also sup-
port the growth of
Global  Capability
Centres (GCCs) and
strengthen links
between  industry,
academia and innova-
tion sectors.As part
of the project, the
selected consultant
will prepare key stud-
ies, including mobili-
ty planning, energy
demand assessment,
climate resilience and
blue-green infrastruc-
ture.Officials said the
Future City is expect-
ed to ease pressure on
Hyderabad and emer
ge as a modern, sus-
tainable urban centre
with improved infra-
structure and employ-
ment opportunities.

Andhra govt issues new lease norms
for schools on municipal, village lands

VIJAYAWADA:
The Municipal A
dministration &

Urban Development (
MA&UD) Dep art-
ment has issued fresh
directions regarding
lease and land use for
educational institu-
tions.According to
the Government
Memo No0.316
1714/C2/2026 dated
April 1, states that
schools operating on
overnment-allotted
ands must adhere to
revised conditions.
The memo specifies
that institutions func-
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tioning on V|Ilage and
municipal lands will
be required to pay
50% of the assessed
lease value by March
31.Further, the
department has clari-
fied that lease ren
ewals for the academ-
ic year 2025-26 must
be completed by
April 30, 2026. Insti
tutions failing to
comply will face pen
alties, including addi-
tional surcharges.The
directive also refers
to provisions under
AP Municipal Act,
1965, emphasising

enforcement of lease
payments and
accountability in land
usage.For the upcom-
ing academic year
2026-27, a 5% sur-
charge will be levied
on delayed payments.
Commissioner &
Director of Municipal
Administration, P
Sampath Kumar,
signed the order, un
erscoring the govern-
ment’s commitment
to ensuring trans-
parency and compli-
ance in municipal
land management.

Heatwave Alert Issued To 14
Mandals In Kaklnada

KAKINADA: Authorities have
issued a heatwave alert in
Kakinada district, with tempera-
tures likely to exceed 41°C over
the next five days starting
Tuesday, following a warning
from the meteorological depart-
ment. District collector M.N.
Harendhira Prasad said several
including Tallarevu,
Kakinada
Urban, Kakinada Rural,
ram, U. Kothapalli, Gollaproland
Peddapuram, are expected to u,
Jaggampeta,
Kirlampudi, Pedapudi, Samalkot
and Peddapuram, are expected to
experience high temperatures. He
urged residents to remain vigilant

mandals,

Karapa, Kajuluru,

Gandepalli,

Pithap

and take necessary precautlons to
avoid heat-related illnesses. Govt
Providing Uni nterrupted Power
Supply: Energy Minister The col-
lector advised people to stay well-
hydrated by consuming water,
fruit juices, coconut water, and
ORS to prevent dehydration.
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