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Andhra Police detain YSRCP
media wing functionary over
social media post on CM

Amaravati: Andhra
Pradesh  Police on
Wednesday  detained
Srihari Pudi, general

secretary, media wing of
YSRCP, over a social
media post against Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, said an official.

Pudi is being shifted to
Kuppam in Chittoor dis-
trict, where the case was
registered against him,

a local court on
Wednesday.Meanwhile,
YSRCP alleged that the
police have ‘unlawfully’
detained Pudi while he
was on his way from the
residence of former

al0liesD Ssaoific

said the official.

“We are bringing him in
one social media case.
He is with us,” the offi-
cial told PTI, adding that
Pudi will be produced in

chief minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy.

Reddy’s residence is
located at Tadepalli vil-
lage in Guntur district.
“DuringMeanwhile,
YSRCP alleged that the
police have *unlawfully’
detained Pudi while he
was on his way from the
residence of former the
detention, police seized
his laptop and mobile

phone. Authorities have
not disclosed where he is
being taken, raising seri-
ous concerns over trans-
parency and civil liber-
ties,” said a YSRCP
press release, decrying
Pudi’s “illegal arrest’.
Pudi worked as the chief
public relations officer
(CPRO) for Reddy when
he was the chief minister
of Andhra Pradesh.

Delimitation: Stalin Convenes
Emergency Meeting of DMK MPs

Chennai: Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K
Stalin has convened an
emergency meeting of
DMK MPs on
Wednesday to discuss
the repercussions the
state is likely to face due
to the Centre's proposed
delimitation exercise.
The emergency meeting
will be held by Stalin via
video conference from
Dharmapuri, amid his
busy electioneering
schedule, party sources
said. The meeting com-
menced at 11 am, and
the party line to be fol-
lowed in Parliament on
delimitation was
thrashed out, sources
added. Also Read - EPS

Says Fear Of Defeat

Makes CM Criticise
Women’s Bill Session
Chief Minister Stalin on
Tuesday warned of mas-
sive agitations bringing
Tamil Nadu to a stand-
still and "protests with
full force,” if anything
was done harming the
state or if the political
power of northern states
was disproportionately
increased in the delimi-
tation exercise. He had
said that the nation may
have to witness again
"the DMK of the 1950's
and the 1960's," appar-
ently referring to the
party's early phase in
which it spearheaded a
slew of agitations over

state rights and against
alleged imposition of
Hindi. Also Read - A
Bright Yesterday, a
Brighter Tomorrow: CM
Stalin The DMK was
founded in 1949 by
Dravidian icon C N
Annadurai. Addressing
election rallies in north-
ern Tamil Nadu, Stalin
had alleged on April 14
that the draft bill on
women's  reservation
showed that it was a
""conspiracy" that would
increase the gap between
Tamil Nadu and the
northern states, when
delimitation was imple-
mented. On Tuesday,
after his Telangana
counterpart  Revanth

—~ \
. |

| g

Reddy wrote to him on
delimitation, Stalin con-
veyed to him that, "Our
unity is to protect our
state rights and secure a
just and equitable future
for our generations to
come. The South will
stand together, speak
with one voice, and
uphold the true spirit of
federalism." Reddy
wrote to CMs of south-
ern states and the UT of
Puducherry proposing a
"hybrid model™ under
which 50 per cent of the
proposed additional
seats would be allocated
on a pro rata basis and
the remaining on GSDP
and other criteria.

-

AP Police Detain YSRCP Media Wing
Functionary over Social Media Post on CM

Amaravati: Andhra
Pradesh  Police on
Wednesday  detained
Srihari  Pudi, general

secretary, media wing of
YSRCP, over a social
media post against Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, said an official.
Pudi is being shifted to
Kuppam in Chittoor dis-
trict, where the case was
registered against him,
said the official. "We are
bringing him in one
social media case. He is
with us," the official told
PTI, adding that Pudi
will be produced in a
local court on
Wednesday. Meanwhile,
YSRCP alleged that the
police have ‘unlawfully'

detained Pudi while he
was on his way from the
residence of former
chief minister YS Jagan

Mohan
Read - Girls Outshine
Boys in Inter Exams in
AP Reddy's residence is

Reddy. Also

located at Tadepalli
village in Guntur
district. "During the
detention, police
seized his laptop
and mobile phone.
Authorities  have
not disclosed where
he is being taken,
raising serious con-
cerns over trans-
F_aren_cy and civil
iberties," said a

YSRCP press
release, decrying
Pudi's ‘illegal

arrest'. Pudi worked
as the chief public
relations  officer
(CPRO) for Reddy
when he was the chief
minister of Andhra
Pradesh.
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Why Hyderabad is
facing an intense heat-

Hyderabad: It isn’t just
the air that’s hot; it’s the
sun itself. A major rea-
son for the ongoing heat-
wave in Hyderabad,
according to the India
Meteorological Depart
ment (IMD%, New Delhi,
is a massive ‘direct hit’
of solar radiation that is
literally baking the city.
With no cloud cover to
act as a shield, the
Deccan  Plateau is
absorbing the full force
of the sun’s energy,
pushing temperatures
towards a scorching 41
degrees Celsius this
week.According to the
IMD, New Delhi weath-
er bulletin, Hyderabad
and other parts of the
Deccan Plateau region
are currently trapped in a
‘clear sky cycle’.
Usually, April brings
thin clouds along with a
bit of moisture that helps
reflect sunlight away.
This year, however,
there is no such shield to
reflect the sunlight. As a
result, the sun’s rays are
directly hitting
Hyderabad and other
regions of the Deccan.

Due to the lack of green
cover, the heat from the
sun is getting trapped
within the concrete jun-
gles of Hyderabad, liter-
ally turning the city into
a cauldron. Some of the
other regions that are
experiencing  similar
weather include
Kalaburagi  (formerly
Gulbarga), Raichur and

wave this

Bagalkote in Karnataka,
all falling under the
Deccan Plateau.

The Glass Cauldron:
Why Hitec City feels
hotter than the rest of
HyderabadWhile official
IMD, Hyderabad tem-
perature recordings
show maximum temper-
atures of nearly 39
degrees  Celsius in
Hyderabad, the ground-
level reality in the high-
degrees Celsius and 48
degrees Celsius. The dif-
ference is that the heat is
not just coming from the
sun, it is being fired back
at them from every angle
by the glass buildings
themselves.Interestingly,
while green cover has
been replaced by con-
crete glass structures,
the Jubilee Hills region
has several pockets with
extensive green canopg
rise corridors of Gachi

owli and Madhapur tells

-

/ i
a very different but
grimmer story.

Beneath the gleaming
glass facades of the
famous tech hub, a phe-
nomenon known as
“Vertical Heat Paradox’
is turning the city’s mod-
ern pride into a literal
heat furnace. Archite
ctural aesthetics in Hitec
City rely heavily on
reflective glass.
However, during the
peak hours of 12 pm to 4
pm, these skyscrapers
act as massive, vertical
concave mirrors. Instead
of absorbing heat, they
deflect solar radiation
downwards onto the
asphalt.For thousands of
gig workers, delivery
partners and street ven-
dors, who earn their
livelihood under these
glass edifices, the ‘real
feel’ of the maximum
temperatures  will be
anywhere between 45

April

degrees Celsius and 48
degrees Celsius. The dif-
ference is that the heat is
not just coming from the
sun, it is being fired back
at them from every angle
by the glass buildings
themselves. Interestingly,
while green cover has
been replaced by con-
crete glass structures,
the Jubilee Hills region
has several pockets with
extensive green canopy.
The concrete buildings
and asphalt of Hitec City
create urban heat islands
that trap heat.In contrast,
in several colonies in
Jubilee Hills, a deep
canopy of old-growth
trees provides a natural
cooling effect, often
keeping surface temper-
atures at least 5 degrees
Celsius  lower than
Hyderabad’s tech corri-
dor, which is just a few
kilometres away.

Girls outperform boys in AP
Intermediate results; pass percent-

A

Amaravati:  Andhra
Pradesh’s Intermediate
Public Examination
results were announced
on Wednesday, with girl
students outperforming
their male counterparts
in both first and second
years.A total of 77 per
cent candidates passed
the Intermediate First
Year (class 11) exams,
the highest in last 12
years, while 81 per cent
students cleared the
Second Year (class 12)
exams, the second-high-
est performance in the
last 12 years.A total of
9,18,401 students had
appeared in the IPE first
and second year exams
held, from February 23
to March 25.

According to officials,
4,71,864 students
appeared in the first-year
exam and out of them
3,61,526 (77%) have
passed. The pass per-
centage for girls stood at
81 while the same for
boys stood at 72.

A toral of 4,46,537 can-
didates wrote the second

age at
4 S

l'i- a4

year exams and out of
them 3,59,816 (81%)
have qualified. The pass
percentage among girls
was 85 while boys
lagged behind with pass
percentage of 76.
Education minister Nara
Lokesh posted on ‘X’
that the improvement
has been particularly
remarkable in
Government and Govern
ment-managed institu-
tions.“In  Government
Junior Colleges (GJCs),
for 1st year students, the
pass percentage stands at
54%, the highest in the
12 years. For 2nd year,
the pass percentage
stands at 68%, marking
the second-highest per-
formance in last the 12
years,” he pointed out.
“This achievement is a
testament to the hard

work  of  students,
Principals, Junior
Lecturers, and the

focused efforts of all
stakeholders  towards
academic excellence,”
the minister said.Andhra
Pradesh Intermediate

12-year hig

e L4

results show girls out-
performing boys in both
years, with overall pass
ﬁercentages at a 12-year
igh. Education Minister
Nara Lokesh highlighted
strong performance in
government colleges and
urged support for unsuc-
cessful students.
“To those who couldn’t
succeed this time — don’t
lose heart. Use this as a
stepping stone, keep
working hard, and come
back stronger. | request
parents, college and
society at large to be a
moral support to stu-
dents at this sensitive
juncture. Wishing all
students, the very best in
their future endeavours.
May you continue to
learn, grow, and suc-
ceed,” he added.
Students can check their
results Education
Minister Nara Lokesh
highlighted strong per-
formance in government
colleges and urged sup-
port for unsuccessful
students.
“To those who couldn’t

\

succeed this time — don’t
lose heart. Use this as a
stepping stone, keep
working hard, and come
back stronger. | request
parents, college and
society at large to be a
moral support to stu-
dents at this sensitive
juncture. Wishing all
students, the very best in
their future endeavours.
May you continue to
learn, grow, and suc-
ceed,” he added. online
https://resultsbie.ap.gov.
in. Results can also be
accessed by sending a
“Hi” message to the
Mana Mitra WhatsApp
number at 9552300009.
The Board of Interm edi-
ate  Education also
announced that candi-
dates can apply for
recounting or re-verifi-
cation from April 20 to
April 27.Advanced sup-
Blementary exams will
e held from May 21 to
June 4. Practical exams
will be held at district
headquarters from June
7 to June 11.
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Chhattisgarh Vedanta Power

Plant Blast: Death Toll Rises to 16 A

Sakti: The death toll in a
blast at the Vedanta power
plant in Chhattisgarh's
Sakti district has gone up
to 16 with three more
workers succumbing to
injuries, police said on
Wednesday. The explosion
occurred on Tuesday after-
noon in a steel tube carry-
ing high-pressure steam
from the boiler to the tur-
bine at the Vedanta Ltd
power plant located in
Singhitarai village. The
powerful blast left several
workers with severe burn
injuries. Also Read - 55
AAP MLAs Meet Sunita,
Say Jailed Kejriwal
Should  Not  Resign
According to officials,
four workers died on the
spot, while nine others
succumbed to injuries
soon after the incident.
Three more workers have
died in hospitals, raising
the toll to 16, Sakti
Superintendent of Police
Prafull Thakur said. While
one of them succumbed at
a hospital in Raigarh, two
others died at a medical
facility in the state capital
Raipur, an industrial safe-
ty department official said.
Also Read - UP: Hearing
in 2018 Defamation Case
Against Rahul Gandhi
Postponed to April 12 Of
the 18 other workers
injured in the incident,
four are currently admitted

in Raipur, while 14 are
undergoing treatment at
various  hospitals in
Raigarh district, he added.
Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai has announced a
compensation of Rs 5 lakh
to the families of each
deceased worker and Rs
50,000 for those injured.
Vedanta Power has also
announced Rs 35 lakh

compensation for the fam-

ily of each deceased work-
er, along with employment
support. The company will
also provide Rs 15 lakh to
each injured person,
ensure salary continuation
until recovery, and offer
counselling support, a
statement from the plant
management said. Also
Read - Adhere to Half-
Day School Norms in AP:
Child Rights Body The
chief minister has ordered
an inquiry into the inci-
dent by the Commissioner
of the Bilaspur division,
assuring  strict action
against those  found
responsible. The district
administration has also
ordered a separate magis-
terial probe, while the
company has initiated its
own internal investigation.
The CM directed officials
to ensure free and proper
medical treatment for all
injured and emphasised
that no negligence in their
care would be tolerated.

Also Read - Congress Will
Revitalise Railways As
Growth Engine for India:
Kharge Sakti Collector
Amrit Vikas Topno has

appointed  the  Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) of Dabhra to con-
duct the magisterial

inquiry. The SDM has
been asked to submit a
report within 30 days cov-
ering key aspects, includ-
ing the cause of the acci-
dent, whether it was due to
technical or human error,
and details of safety
inspections carried out at
the plant. Meanwhile, the
Opposition Congress has
demanded registration of
an FIR against the plant
management and a judicial

inquiry into the incident.
State Congress communi-
cation wing head Sushil
Anand Shukla on
WednesdThe construction
of a 1,200 MW coal-based
thermal power project
(two units of 600 MW
each) in Singhitarai, origi-
nally owned by Athena
Chhattisgarh Power Ltd,
started in 2009, but
remained stalled between
2016 and 2022. Vedanta
acquired the plant in 2022,
after which a 600 MW unit
was completed and com-
missioned in August last
year, while the second unit
is still under construc-
tion.ay alleged negligence
on the plant management's
part and accused the gov-

ernment of attempting to
shield those responsible.
He also demanded com-
pensation of Rs 1 crore for
the families of the
deceased and Rs 50 lakh
for the injured.The con-
struction of a 1,200 MW
coal-based thermal power
project (two units of 600
MW each) in Singhitarai,

originally owned by
Athena Chhattisgarh
Power Ltd, started i

2009, but remained stalled
between 2016 and 2022.
Vedanta acquired the plant
in 2022, after which a 600
MW unit was completed
and commissioned in
August last year, while the
second unit is still under
construction.

BMW Car Catches Fire In
Begumpet; Disrupts Traffic

Hyderabad: A BMW car
caught fire on the ever-
busy Begumpet road on
Tuesday night. Three per-
sons traveling in the car
escaped unhurt in the inci-
dent. When the car
reached Lifestyle Building
in Begumpet, the driver
noticed fire from the
engine. He along with two
other persons got down
from the vehicle and with-
in a few minutes flames
engulfed the front portion
of the car. Upon receiving
a call around 9.40 pm to
the fire control room, a
fire tender from
Secunderabad rushed to

the spot and within half
and an hour the fire-fight-
ers doused the flames. As
the incident happened on
the busy Begumpet road,
traffic movement was dis-
rupted for a while. Using a
crane, the traffic police
cleared the car from the
main road and ensured
smooth flow of vehicles.
Fire Officer Moahmmed
Shabber Ali, who super-
vised the fire-fighting
operation, said the exces-
sive heat in the battery or
electrical wires in the car
could be one of the causes
for the fire in the car.

EAM Jaishankar, Israeli
Counterpart Discuss West Asia
Strait Of Hormuz, Lebanon

Crisis,
New Delhi: External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Tuesday
spoke to his Israeli coun-
terpart Gideon Sa'ar and
discussed various aspects
of the West Asia crisis
amid a US naval blockade
of Iran's ports.The exter-
nal affairs minister also
held a phone conversation
with Australian Foreign
Minister Penny Wong and
exchanged views on the
situation arising out of the
war between Iran and the
US-Israel combine. After
his call with Jaishankar,
Sa'ar said lran's action
harming freedom of navi-
gation through the Strait of
Hormuz requires "action".
"Had a telecon this after-
noon with Israel FM
@gidonsaar. Our discus-
sion covered different
aspects of the West Asia
situation,” Jaishankar said
on social media. The
phone conversation
between the two foreign
ministers came amid

reports of efforts by the
US and Iran to hold a
fresh round of negotia-
tions after the collapse
of the initial dialogue in
Islamabad.

"We discussed Iran, the
Strait of Hormuz, and
Lebanon. | said that the
firm American stance
in the negotiations on
conditions that would
prevent Iran from
obtaining nuclear
weapons (no enrich-
ment in Iran, removal
of enriched material
from Iran) is critical for
the entire international
community,” the Israeli
foreign minister said.

He pressed for freedom
of navigation through
the Strait of Hormuz for
all countries, including |
India. The call came
amid increasing global
concerns over the US
naval blockade of Iran's
ports. The US action came
in response to Iran partial-
ly blocking the flow of

shipping traffic through
the Strait of
Hormuz.Global oil and
gas prices surged after Iran
restricted the transit of

ships through the Strait of
Hormuz, a narrow lane
between the Persian Gulf
and the Gulf of Oman, that
handles roughly 20 per

cent of global oil and LNG
(Liquefied Natural Gas).
West Asia has been a
major source of India's
energy procurement.

KMC Hikes Charges Across

The Board; Build Plan
pproval Goes Up 3 Times

KAKINADA: Kakinada Municipal Corporation (KMC) has effected a
very steep hike in fee charged for its various transactions, including
building plans. While building plans have become costlier by three
times, trade licenses now cost double. The enhanced rates for various
transactions have come into effect from April 1, the beginning of the
new financial year. Officials describe the hike in charges as meagre,
maintaining that the various fees have remained static from 2011. Also
Read - Cl Suspended Over Role in Honour Killing Case in Palnadu
However, taxpayers say the hike is very unfair. Tripling the charges at
one go is not justified, they maintain. For example, for approval of
building plans up to 500 square metres, the property owner will have to
pay 71,500 per square metre. Beyond 500 square metres, 2300 will
have to be paid for every 100 square metres. For approved layout plans,
the owner should pay ?1,500 per hectare. Charges for transfer of land
have been increased to ?45 per square metre from ?15 per sg. m. Layout
permission fee has been hiked to 275,000 per hectare. Also Read - Class
IX Student Dies Of Electrocution In Salur Mandal Petrol and gas fill-
ing stations, weighing bridges, service stations, LPG warehouses and
others should pay ?120 per sq. m. If a person erects a hut for residen-
tial purpose, s/he should pay ?30 per sg. m. and ?90 for constructing
every one metre length of parapet wall. For constructing, well, septic
tank, WC, bathroom and others, the charges are ?750 each. With regard
to trade licenses, if the license fee had been 21,000 previously, it will
now cost ?2,000. There are 600 categories of trade licenses. Also Read
- State Map Revised; AP Now Has 28 Districts With Amaravati Capital
CPI district secretary T. Madhu said the hike is unilateral, unjustified
and should be reduced. He said the CPI will otherwise take up a mas-
sive movement against the hike.

CBSE 2026 10th Class Results:

CBSE 10th Class
results: The Central
Board of Secondary
Education is expected
to announce Class 10
results anytime
between April 15th
and 20th , 2026.
DigiLocker shared a
post on its official
account on X that
said CBSE 'Class X
Results 2026 Coming
Soon'. Students who
have enrolled in 10th
grade are issued an
Automated Perm
anent Academic Ac
count Registry
(APAAR ID), a
unique 12-digit num-
ber linked to the stu-
dent's Aadhaar Card.
Using the APAAR 1D
you can set up a
DigiLocker account.

Students with an
APAAR ID linked to
CBSE will receive

their mark sheets in
DigiLocker’s Issued
Documents section
after results are pub-
lished. Also Read -
Chhattisgarh Vedanta
Power Plant Blast:
Death Toll Rises to
16 DigiLocker shared
a post on its official
account on X that
said CBSE 'Class X
Results 2026 Coming
Soon'. The platform
urged students to set
up a DigiLocker
account without
delay. “Students with
out an APAAR ID
need to create their
account. Students
with an APAAR ID
linked to CBSE will
receive their mark
sheets in

DigiLocker’s Issued
Documents section
after results are pub-
lished.” the post
states.  DigiLocker
offers one of the
fastest and most
secure ways to access
your digital mark-
sheet with Aadhaar-
linked login. The
documents are legally
valid for admissions
and official use right
away. With the
“Coming Soon” noti-
fication already
active, your mark-
sheet will be avail-
able almost immedi-
ately after the results
are announced. How
to check CBSE result
2026 on DigilLocker
Giving the steps to
create an account on
DigiLocker, it men-
tions the following
steps for students
without an APAAR
ID: Also Read - ED
Raids at Business
Entities Linked to

AAP MP  Ashok
Mittal in Punjab Step
1. Visit  https:

/Icbseservices.dig-
ilocker.gov.in/acti-
vatechse. Step 2:
Click on "Get
Started" Step 3: Enter
details and Access
Code provided by the
school Step 4: Verify
Mobile Number via
OTP to activate
account. Check
through CBSE web-

site resu
Its.cbse.nic.in Step 1.
Visit the official

CBSE results website
— results.cbse.nic.in.
Step 2: Click on the

3 Digilocker

Students Without APAAR ID:

Follow the steps mentioned
to create your account:

Visit:
cbeeservices.digilocker.govin
M Click on "Get Started"

I Enter details and Access Code
provided by your school

¥ Verify Mobile Number via OTP
¥ Account Activated Successtully

link labeled “CBSE
Class 10 Result
2026.” Step 3. Enter
your login creden-
tials, including your
roll number and date
of birth. Also Read -
BJP's Samrat
Choudhary Sworn in
as Bihar CM Step 4.
Your result  will
appear on the screen.
Verify all details
carefully. Step 5:
Download and save a
copy of the result for
future reference.
Check using QR
Code on Hall Ticket
A QR code is given
on the students'
CBSE 10th Class
Hall ticket. Using the
mobile phone, the
QR code can be
scanned, which will
take you to the
results.cbse.nic.in,
and the student's indi-
vidual results will be
ep 1: Visit the official
CBSE results website
— results.chse.nic.in.
Step 2: Click on the
phone. Once
declared, you can
access your CBSE
Class 10 results
through several reli-
able platfoep 1: Visit
the official CBSE
results website -
results.cbse.nic.in.
Step 2: Click on the
rms, including offi-
cial websites, Dig
iLocker, and mobile
apps. This multi-
channel system pre-
vents server overload
during peak hours
and ensures ever
student can chec
their scores conve-
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