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Al In Telangana Charminar lacks basic seating despite
Schools

HYDERABAD: The
Telangana govern-
ment has begun intro-
ducing artificial intel-
ligence lessons in its
schools, alongside
distributing 2,000
laptops to improve
digital access, as part
of a statewide pro-
gramme that will
reach nearly two mil-
lion students. The
School  Education
Department is rolling
this out in partnership
with Amazon Future
Engineer and Pi Jam
Foundation. Laptops
have been sent to
Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalayas,
IOE KGBVs and
CURE schools,
where students often
rely on shared or lim-
ited devices. - Part
Time Job Fraud Tops
Cyberabad Crime in

2025 Students from
Classes V to IX will
now study Al through
a Digital Learning
textbook prepared by
SCERT Telangana,
with Pi Jam support-
ing the content and
classroom  rollout.
Lessons run for 20 to
25 hours each year
and introduce ideas
such as data, deci-
sion-making systems
and everyday uses of
Al. A state platform,
telangana.codemi-
tra.org, has gone live
to let students prac-
tise what they learn in
class. The pro-
gramme also includes
training for more than
28,000 teachers so
that lessons can move
beyond basic device
use. Also Read -
OBC Women Must
Get Rig htful Share

of Representation:
Kavitha Dr. Yogita
Rana, Principal
Secretary, Education,
said, “We are com-
mitted to preparing
our students for a rap-
idly evolving world.
Introducing Al litera-
cy in government
schools ensures that
students not only use
technology, but also
understand how it
works and how it can
be applied to solve
real-life problems.”
Officials said the ini-
tiative forms part of a
plan to include Al,
design thinking, com-
putational thinking
and digital citizen-
ship in school educa-
tion from the 2025-26
academic year, as the
state prepares for a
wider rollout across
India from 2026-27.

Telangana rolls out heatwave
action plan; schools to implement

- -

Hyderabad: As
Telangana prepare for
heatwave, all schools
have been instructed
to implement ‘water
bells’ and malls, reli-
?ious places and pub-
ic buildings have
been designated as
‘cooling centres’ for
the general public
seeking reprieve from
the hot sun provide
‘water bells’, with
breaks to ensure the
students are well
hydrated. ~ Schools
have also been asked
not to hold open-air
classes, which will
ensure children do
not come in direct
contact with sun. The
Aanganwadi centers
across  Hyderabad
and State will now
operate only until 11
amMalls and shops
have been instructed
by the State govern-
ment to keep cold
water at their premis-
es, while religious
places, government
buildings, and pan-
chayat offices have
been designated as
cooling centres,
where the public can
go and rest during the
heat wave. It has also
been decided to
install green shades at
traffic junctions and
public gatherings.

Health Minister,
Damodar Raja
Narasimha issued a

water bells, cooling

comprehensive set of
instructions to
District Collectors to
mitigate the risks of
heatwave. Beyond
students and the gen-
eral public, special
focus is on ‘gig econ-
omy workers, with
specific outreach
planned for auto-
drivers, cab drivers,
and delivery workers
who are at high risk
during peak after-
noon hours.All the
government hospitals
should have a dedi-
cated heatstroke team
in the emergency area
to begin treatment
immediately upon a
patient’s arrival. The
Minister has also
directed the electrici-
ty department to
frame a summer-spe-
cific power load plan
to ensure uninterrupt-
ed electricity to hos-
pitals and water sup-
ply units, while the
Fire Department con-
ducts audits of chem-
ical godowns to pre-
vent  heat-induced
fires.The Telangana
State Development
Planning Society
(TGDPS) will now
provide Mandal-
level, two-day fore-
casts focusing on the
Heat Index, which is
a combination of
temperature and
humidity, and to be
shared directly to

centres

set up

[II

local nodal officers.

Authorities have
warned of an ‘Orange
Alert’ condition
already prevailing in
several districts, with
May and early June
expected to see sus-
tained maximum
temperatures bet
ween 41 degree
Celsius and 44 degree
Celsius.Residents are
urged to avoid out-
door activities
between 12 noon and
3 pm and utilize the
newly  established
‘Ch alivendrams’ (dr
inking water Kkiosks)
being set up across
urban and rural con-
gregation points,
authorities urged.
Malls, public build-
ings and religious
places to serve water
and cooling centers
Mandatory  water
bells in schools and
avoid open-air class-
es Aanganwadi cen-
tres to be shut down

by 11  amShift
schedul of outdoor
workers from 12

heart wave alert

Fire department to
conduct security
check at commercial
complexes and hospi-
tals Shaded areas and
cool water tubs for
animals in urban and
rural areas
Veterinary services to
treat heat stress ani-
mals

grand re

Hyderabad: While the State
government talks of grand
plans to develop the vicini-
ty of Charminar on par with
that of Taj Mahal at Agra in
Uttar Pradesh, the ground
reality at the historic monu-
ment in Hyderabad is that
decades of
‘Pedestrianisation Project’
works have failed to pro-
vide even seating space for
visitors.Scores of people
visit Charminar and its sur-
roundings every day and the
rush only increases during
the winter and summer
vacations. Much to their
dismay, visitors end up hav-
ing to squat on the floor of
the monument or head to a
hotel nearby in search of a
chair to sit.“There are no
benches around the monu-
ment where one can sit,
relax and admire the grand
architecture and built of
Charminar. Some visitors
head to Mecca Masjid and
sit there while others go a
kilometre away to
Chawmahalla Palace,” said
Muneeruddin, a local tour
guide.Jupally Krishna Rao,
Minister for Tourism and
Culture, on Wednesday vis-
ited the monument along
with the officials and shared

t-\.

that the State government
aims to develop Charminar
on the lines of Agra to
attract  tourists.However,
the reality is that the
Charminar Pedes trianisa-
tion Project works aimed at
beautification of the sur-
roundings of the city’s most
popular monument and giv-
ing an aesthetic look were
formally proposed in the
late 1990s and gained
momentum around 2010.
The project was later

e

Historical Precinct
Revitalisation Project.

As part of the project, traf-
fic around the Char mfacili-
tate parking of visitors’
vehicles.adius of 2 km of
the monument. The heritage
monuments were revamped
around Charm inar. Plans
“Huge amounts running
into crores have been
pumped into the project, but
except for flooring works
around Cha rminar, nothing

rechristened as Charminar much has happened so far.

development plan

S

Road and Inner Ring Road,
both running within a
radius of 2 km of the mon-
ument. The heritage monu-
ments were revamped
around Charminar. Plans
were to maintain uniformi-
ty in the signboards of
shops, matching street
lighting and other things.
There were plans for the
construction of multilevel

| parking complexes to facil-

itate parking of visitors’
vehicles.“Huge amounts
running into crores have
been pumped into the proj-

8 ect, but except for flooring

B works around Cha rminar,

Officials come, make prom-
ises and go,” said Mohd
Sayeedullah Baig, a local
shopkeeper.

Meanwhile, Charminar
MLA, Mir Zulfegar Ali,
who visited Sayeedullah
Baig, a local
ChSayeedullah Baig, a
local arminar along with
Minister Jupally Krishna
Rao, told media inar was
diverted and directed
towards the Outer Ring

nothing much has hap-
pened so far. Officials

i come, make promises and

go,” said Mohd Sayeedu
llah Baig, a local shopkeep-
er.Meanwhile, Charminar
MLA, Mir Zulfegar Ali,
who visited Charminar
along with Minister Jupally
Krishna Rao, told media
persons that the AIMIM
party had repeatedly repre-
sented to the government
about the  Charminar
Historical Precinct
Revitalisation Project. “We
hope the works will be
expedited and the project
completed soon,” he said.

Hyderabad: IVRS glitch disrupts water

tanke

Hyderabad: A technical
glitch in Interactive Voice
Response System (IVRS)

of the Hyderabad
Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage

Board (HMWSSB) faced
ended up disrupting sever-
al customer related servic-
es on Thursday.

The Water Board in a
press release informed
customers that the metro
customer care number:
155313 was temporarily
not operational due to an
IVRS technical issue.

The BSNL technical team
is working urgently to
resolve the problem, the
water board said while
advising customers to use
alternative methods for
water tanker booking as
per their needs.
Customers can book a
tanker online through the
HMWSSB official web-
site: www.hyderabadwa-
ter.gov.in by logging in,

e

entering the required
details and completing the
booking.The facility is
also available through the
mobile app, which cus-
tomers can download to
register and book, accord-
ing to a press release.

Or else, that the customers

r bookings,

may also contact the near-
est Water Board section
office or water supply
office to request a tanker.
In emergencies, they have
been asked to contact the
local lineman or field staff
for services.

The disruption affected

SRy
callers who used

the
IVRS-based metro cus-
tomer care system to reg-
ister complaints and seek
assistance, while tanker

bookings were totally
paralysed from the early
hours.Metro  Customer
Care was the key access

customer services

point for over 14.45 lakh
consumers to book tankers
and register complaints
regarding water supply
and sewerage network
issues.In August 2025, the
HMWSSB faced a similar
situation and, after a gap
of one week, the technical
glitch was resolved. This
was the second time in the
span of nine months.

For the HMWSSB, it was
a hilarious task to handle
the mobile tanker booking
and delivery system in this
situation. For the past cou-
ple of months, tanker
bookings started and
reached a peak.“All efforts
are on to tackle the tanker
delivery system,” a senior
HMWSSB official told
Telangana Today. The
Water Board officials also
said that the issue would
be resolved as soon as pos-
sible and services would
be restored to normal.

Rising temperatures trigger
surge In power cut com
across Hyderaba

Hyderabad: As the day
temperature is increasing
steadily in the city so are
the power cut complaints.
Cutting across areas, peo-
ple are complaining about
power outages since last
night and are continuing
on Thursday as well.
Though the Telangana
Sout hern Power Distri
bution Company Limited
(TGSPDCL) is acknowl-
edging the complaints,
many people are com-
plaining that power cuts
have not been addressed in
their areas.

Harsh Kanani, a X user
said “Hyderabad’s elec-
tricity infrastructure is
seriously disappointing.
Faced multiple power cuts
last night Iin the BHEL
area, completely unaccept-
able in this extreme heat.
Urgent need to strengthen
and modernize the power
infrastructure,” Another
consumer from Kisha
nbagh, Abdul Basith said

“There is no power since
night 1 a.m. no action has
been taken by the electric-
ity department. This was
caused due to transformer
failure in Asad Baba
Nagar, Kishanbagh near
Bismillah hotel,”
Similarly, @Shahraz82, an
X user said “Continous
power cuts from yesterday
night in Diamond Hills
area Golconda division.
Any reason for power
cuts?,” he asked.

“Not sure what’s going on,
power was back for 25
minutes and it’s gone
again now. This has been
happening continuously
since last week. Did not
receive any call or mes-
sage stating issue is get-
ting resolved,”

To this the TGSPDCL
replied that his details
were noted. “We have
informed the concerned
officer,” the TGSPDCL
said on X.The power out-
age complaints are not

limited to any one particu-
lar area. People from dif-
ferent areas are lodging
complaints. Things are
getting challenging for
employees, who continue
to work from home.

Raj, an X user said “Why
are there frequent power
cuts nowadays especially

during peak summer.
There is no power supply
in Moula Ali, Vasanth
Vihar Colony opposite
Unani Hospital lane. We
do work from home and it
is very difficult,”

And, in a few cases, the
consumers are even shar-
ing the Unique Service

aints

Number (USC) to press
that their complaints were
genuine. “No power in
Kondapur, Sriram Nagar
Block A. The power crisis
is outrageous and preva-
lent. Really fed up,”
Pushkar Mishra said on X
sharing the USC and his
contact details as well.
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Oppostion to Boycott Election of RS
Deputy Chalrman Jalram Ramesh

New Delhi: The opposi-
tion will boycott the
election of the deputy
chairman of the Rajya
Sabha as a mark of
protest against the Modi
government not appoint-
Ing a deputy speaker in
the Lok Sabha for seven
years, Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh said on
Thursday. The govern-
ment had not had any
meaningful  consulta-
tions on the matter
either, the Congress gen-
eral secretary in-charge
communications Jairam
Ramesh said in a post on
X. He added that the
opposition hopes
"Harivansh 3.0" will be
more accommodative of
and receptive to its
requests. Also Read -
Heated Clash in LS as
Opp Protests Deli mita-
tion, Am endment Bills
"First, the Modi govern-
ment has not appointed a
Deputy Speaker in the
Lok Sabha for 7 years.
This has never happened

before. "Second, the
Deputy Speaker's coun-
terpart in the Rajya

Sabha is the Deputy
Chairman. Shri Hariva
nsh's second term ended
on April 9th. A day later
he was nominated by the
President of India as a
member of the Rajya
Sabha and he is now the
NDA's candidate for
Deputy Chairman for a
third term," Ramesh said
in his post. Also Read -
US Rules Out Renewal
of Waiver Allowing
India to Buy Russian Oil
Never before has a per-
son nominated by the
president to the Rajya
Sabha been considered

|
~%

for the post of its deputy
chairman, he said. Third,
all this is being done
without any meaningful
consultatieader  said.
"For these three reasons
spect to the very learned
Shri Harivansh - the
Opposition has regret-
fully decided to boycott
the election of the
Deputy Chairman sched-
uled for April 17"
Ramesh said. Also Read
- Dr Sarvepalli Radh
akrishnan, A Telugu
Man Dedicated To
Education The Rajya
Sabha will hold the elec-
tion for the post of
deputy chairman on
April 17. The ruling

NDA is likely to push
for re-electing Hariva
nsh to the key post. The
post of the deputy chair-
man of the Rajya Sabha
fell vacant after
Harivansh's tenure of
Harivansh ended on
April 9. Harivansh has
since been nominated to
the Upper House by
President Droupadi
Murmu and took oath on
April 10. Union minister
and BJP leader J P
Nadda, who is also
leader of the house in the
Rajya Sabha, is learnt to
have discussed the re-
election of Harivansh as
deputy chairman with
leaders of various par-
ties, while trying to sen-
sus on his name.
However, the Congress,
TMC and Left parties
raised objections to the
ruling party's "keenness"
in holding elections for
filling the post when the
post of deputy speaker in
Lok Sabha has been
vacant since 2019.

West Asia Conflict: Kin
Of India's First Victim
Move HC

Mumbai : The family of
seafarer Dixit Solanki
who died last month in a
suspected attack on a
merchant vessel off the
coast of Oman has
moved the Bombay
High Court, seeking the
return of his mortal
remains.The petition,
filed by Solanki's father
Amratlal Solanki and
sister Mitali Solanki
through advocates S B
Talekar and Madhvi
Ayyappan, has sought
directions to the Union
government to expedite
the repatriation of his
remains, claiming lack
of clarity from the
authorities. Also Read -
India's Trade Pact With
US is Best Compared To
Its Competitor Nations:
Piyush The plea will be
heard on April 6 by a
bench headed by Chief
Justice Shree
Chandrashekhar. Dixit
Solanki (25) was killed
on March 4 when an

explosive-laden drone
boat struck an oil tanker
-- MT MKD Wom -- off
the coast of Oman amid
the West Asia conflict,
becoming its first Indian
casualty. In their plea,
the Solankis have also
sought that all investiga-
tion and forensic records
be shared with them.

Also Read - 86% Indian |

Employees Faced
Higher Workplace
Disruption In 2025:
Report The plea has
been filed against the
Ministry of External
Affairs, the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping and
Waterways, the
Directorate General of
Shipping, and V Ships
India Pvt Ltd, which
manages the vessel MT
MKD Wyom. The plea
claimed that the funda-
mental right to dignity
extends to a person even
after death and hence,
the authorities have a
duty to ensure the timely

return of the mortal
remains to the family.
Also Read - Russian FM
Lavrov To Visit India On
May 14-15 For BRICS
Meeting It also relied on
the legal obligations
under the maritime regu-
lations and guidelines
that require proper han-
dling and repatriation in
cases of death at sea.
The plea added that it
has been close to a
month since the inci-
dent, and Solanki's fami-

ly members have yet to
receive his remains.
After the incident, the
petition claimed, the
family struggled to get
clear answers despite
writing several emails to
the company that owned
the vessel. The family
only received replies
from the company stat-
ing that efforts are
underway to recover and
repatriate the mortal
remains.

'‘Silenced, Not Defeated":
Chadha Slams AAP After RS
Post Removal

New Delhi : AAP MP
Raghav Chadha on
Friday said he has been
"silenced, not defeated",
a day after being
removed as the party's
deputy leader in the
Rajya Sabha. He also
alleged that his own
party had sought to pre-
vent him from speaking
in Parliament. In a video
posted on X, Chadha
said, "Whenever | get a
chance, | raise issues
concerning the people in
Parliament, including
topics that are often
overlooked. But is it an
offence to talk about
people's problems? Did |
commit any crime?"
Also Read - As Rajya
Sabha Member, Nitish
To Get Z-Plus Security
Chadha also hit out at
his party, alleging that it
had informed the Rajya
Sabha Secretariat to stop
him from speaking in
Parliament. "The AAP
has informed Parliament
that 1 should not be
given a chance to speak.
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I would like to tell them
-- do not take my silence
for defeat,” Chadha said.
"l raised several issues
that benefited aam
aadmi (common man).
What harm did that
cause the Aam Aadmi
Party? Why does anyone
want to stop me from
speaking?" he added.
Also Read - You Can’t
Be Court, Judge And
Jury: Owaisi Hits Out At
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Assam CM Over
Evictions The AAP on
Thursday wrote to the
Rajya Sabha secretariat
seeking the removal of
Chadha as the party's
deputy leader in the
House, and proposed
Punjab MP Ashok Mittal
as his replacement.
According to sources,
the letter stated that
Chadha -- a Rajya Sabha
MP from Punjab --
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should not be allotted
time for speaking in the
House from the AAP's
guota. Once considered
a close confidant of AAP
supremo Arvind
Kejriwal and among the
youngest MPs in the
country, Chadha had
played a key role in
party affairs, particularly
in Punjab and during the
AAP's tenure in Delhi.
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| Don’t Know Anything Else But Singing,
Says Mangll Amid Allegatlons

Popular singer Mangli
has  responded to
rumours linking her to a
?150 crore cheating
case, firmly denying any
involvement and appeal-
ing for restraint from the
media and  public.
Addressing a press con-
ference, she said: “I
request everyone not to
believe these allegations
without verification. If
necessary, please con-
duct a proper inquiry,
but do not spread unver-
ified claims.” Speaking
emotionally about the
impact of the controver-
sy, Mangli added: “l am
undergoing a lot of
stress and pressure.
Singing is the only thing
I know—it has always
been my passion.” Also
Read - Back In News:
Rana, Manoj Bajpayee
Team Up For Last Man
In Tower She also
expressed sympathy for

those affected
by the alleged
scam: “I feel
deeply sorry
for the vic-
tims. Even
though my
name is being
mentioned, |
understand
their pain and
anguish.”
Recalling her
own humble
background,
she said she
relates to the
struggles of
ordinary peo-
ple and would never
knowingly be part of
such an issue. At the
same time, she asserted \
coopernd guilty. But
until then, | request the
media to refrain from
publishing allegations.
The comments and neg-
ativity are hurting me
more than anything

else.” She concluded by
reiterating that she has
no connection to the
scam and ate with
authorities. Also Read -
Christopher Nolan
Brings 'The Odyssey' to
CinemaCon Mangli stat-
ed: “l am ready to go to
any police station, and
even to jail, if I am
found guilty. But until

then, I request the media
to refrain from publish-
ing allegations. The
comments and negativi-
ty are hurting me more
than anything else.” She
concluded by reiterating
that she has no connec-
tion to the scam and
urged for responsible
reporting until the truth
is established.

Vizag Police Bust 82.95 Lakh
Digital Arrest Scam

Visakhapatnam:Visakhapatnam
city police have busted a major
cyber fraud involving a “digital
arrest” scam that cheated a retired
Food Corporation of India manag-
er of ?82.95 lakh. Cyber Crime
Police arrested the prime accused
on Thursday after tracking the
network. The victim was targeted
through a WhatsApp call by
fraudsters posing as Mumbai
Crime Branch officials,
claimed his Aadhaar was linked to
a money-laundering case. Using
forged documents and a staged
video call with a fake “judge”,
they coerced him into transferring
money in instalments. Also Read -
Calls
Transparent Probe Into Ganderbal
Killing Police said
the scam is linked to international
cybercrime syndicates operating
from Cambodia, Myanmar and

Omar  Abdullah

‘Encounter’

Vietnam, which use

recruits to supply bank accounts
for siphoning funds. In this case,
Nageswarayya was arrested for
providing mule accounts to two
Manikanta
nine others
linked to similar networks were

associates,

Chandu. Earlier,

who

for

and Urban

Indian  Centres

and

arrested. East Godavari tops state
in PHC, UPHC services Also
Read - Woman, Newborn Dead
After Phone-assisted Delivery At
Ayodhya Hospital Kakinada:East
Godavari district has secured first
place in the state for services in
Primary Health Centres (PHCs)
Primary Health
(UPHCs),
Medical and Health Officer K.
Venkateswara Rao said. He said
satisfaction levels improved from
74.8 per cent to 77.8 per cent,
attributing the rise to the avail-
ability of doctors and free medi-
cines. Efforts are under way to

prices,

District

sale to

achieve the 80 per cent tar-
get set by the state govern-
ment, he added. Also Read
- Hyderabad: Woman
Techie Dies By Suicide
Over Dowry Harassment
Fake goat meat trader
caught in  Kakinada
Kakinada:Members of the
Goat Meat Traders Assoc
iation apprehended a shop-
keeper in Sarpavaram,
Kakinada Rural mandal,
for allegedly selling beef
and unfit goat meat at low
prices. The accused was

handed over to the village secre-
tariat officials. Association presi-
dent Shaik Ahmed Ali said some
traders are misleading customers
by selling meat at unusually low

often mixing beef or using

meat from dead or diseased ani-
mals. He said inspections were
conducted over the past two days
to identify such practices and
urged authorities to act against
unauthorised roadside vendors.
He added that goat meat should be
certified by veterinary doctors

ensure quality and safety.

Jairam Ramesh Reveals Opposition's
Demand, Says True Intent Of Bills
Brought By Govt Mlschlevous

New Delhi: The
Congress on Thursday
said the true intent of the
bills being brought by
the government in the
garb of implementing
women's quota law is
mischievous and they
have to be rejected com-
pletely in their present
shape and form. Congr
ess general secretary in-
charge communications
Jairam Ramesh said the
three bills are being
taken up in Lok Sabha
and the packaging and
marketing is women's
reservation but the fun-
damentals have to do
with delimitation.

"Many concerns have
been raised from across
the country regarding
the delimitation propos-
als that privilege a few
populous states where
the BJP is strong now.
The relative strength of a
number of states in the
Lok Sabha will actually
decline,” Ramesh said
on X.The way delimita-
tion has actually been
done in Assam and
Jammu and Kashmir
shows how "diabolically
the Modi-Shah duo
work" he said. "The true
intent of these Bills is
mischievous, their con-
tent devious, and their
damage enormous. They
have to be rejected com-
pletely in their present

shape and form,” Ram
esh asserted.

"The Opposition dem
and is simple: Reserve
one-third of the current
strength of the Lok
Sabha of 543 for women
along with reservation
for women belonging to
SC, ST, and OBC com-
munities,” he said.This
was the Opposition's
position in 2023 and this
continues to be the posi-
tion even now, he added.
"This is true power-shar-
ing and vastly more
democratic and in keep-
ing with Constitutional
values and principles,”
Ramesh said.His
remarks came as the
government has listed
three bills for introduc-
tion in the Lok Sabha
today (April 16) to
implement the women's
quota law by 2029, and
increase the strength of
the House to up to
850.According to a bul-

issued on
Wednesday, 'The Cons
titution (One Hundred

letin

and Thirty-First
Amendment) Bill, 2026,
'The Delimitation Bill,
2026' and 'The Union
Territories Laws
(Amendment Bill),
2026' will be introduced
and debated for passage
in the Lower House.

While Union Law
Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal will introduce
the first two bills, Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah will introduce the
third one. According to
the draft Constitution
amendment bill, Lok
Sabha seats will be
increased to a maximum
of 850 from the current
543 to "operationalise™
the women's reservation
law before the 2029 par-
liamentary polls, follow-
ing a delimitation exer-
cise based on the 2011
Census.Seats will also

be increased in state
and Union territory
assemblies to accom-
modate 33 per cent
reservation for women.
The seats reserved for
women in Lok Sabha
© and legislative assem-
9l blies "shall be allotted
|| by rotation to different
y| constituencies in a state
or Union territory," the
4 draft bill circulated
among Lok Sabha
members said.Several
opposition parties on
Wednesday decided to
unitedly vote against the
delimitation provisions
in the Constitution
amendment  bill in
Parliament, while assert-
ing that they are not
against reservation for
women in legislative
bodies.Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge
said the opposition par-
ties are opposed to the
manner in which the bill
is being brought and
alleged that it is politi-
cally motivated. The
leaders of  several
INDIA  bloc  con-
stituents, besides the
Aam  Aadmi Party
(AAP), met at Kharge's
residence  here on
Wednesday to evolve a
joint strategy in
Parliament during its
three-day special sitting
starting Thursday.
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