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
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






    
    

    

   
   

       
 
          

       

       
   
          
 
       







 
   

     
 


    

         

        
        
      
 



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Hyderabad: Rising temper-
atures worsen stench

around Hussain Sagar lake
Hyderabad: A strong
and nauseating stench is
greeting the commuters
and visitors around
Hussain Sagar lake these
days. With summer tem-
peratures on the rise, the
odour from the water
body has increased and
causing discomfort for
those moving around it.
The stench affected
shore areas include
PVNR Marg (Ranigunj),
Necklace Road, NTR
Gardens, corner area
near Secretariat
(Lumbini Park), Tank
Bund and the water level
scale area (Hyderabad
Boats Club Sailing
Annexe).According to
the Budda Purnima
Project Authority
(BPPA), which main-
tains Hussain Sagar
lake, the stench is due to
a thick layer of green
algae bloom due to
severe heat. As mercury
touched near 40 degree
Celsius, the intensity of

the odour has been more
noticeable at the shores.
The BPPA has started
bioremediation process-
es, including spraying
microbial solutions to
control the odor and
reduce the algal bloom.
HyderabadPhoto: Surya
Sridhar“Initially, we
used 3 to 5 tankers to
spray microbial solu-
tions as part of bioreme-
diation and break down
organic pollutants. Now,
the number of tankers,
each with a capacity of

3,000 litre, have been
increased to 30 per day,”
an official said.
The microbial solution is
a liquid blend of benefi-
cial microbes such as
lactic acid bacteria,
yeasts and photosynthet-
ic bacteria, to dilute the
water colour and control
the odour, the official
said.BPPA is also con-
sidering a proposal to
hire 5 to 6 speed boats
from Telangana Tourism
department to break the
algal bloom in the lake.

“We plan to hire these
boats and as breaking
the algal bloom will
make it easy for biore-
mediation process,”
said the
official .Amphibious
excavator idle at
Hussain Sagar
Lake:Last month, the
Hyderabad Met ropoli-
tan Dev elopment
Authority procured a
Rs 2.87 crore amphibi-
ous excavator to sup-

port lake restoration
works, including desilt-
ing, dredging and weed
removal.However, to
date, operations with the
amphibious excavator
are yet to begin at the
lake.The amphibious
excavator was intended
to work in waterlogged
and marshy areas for
desilting tank beds, car-
rying out dredging oper-
ations, strengthening
bunds, removing aquatic
weeds, clearing debris
and sludge.

TG-RERA Launches Public Grievance,
Guidance Cell For Stakeholders

Hyderabad: The TG-
RERA has launc hed a
Public Grie vance and
Guidance Cell to
enhance stakeholder
engagement and
strengthen gri evance
redressal mechanisms
across the state. The ini-
tiative, launched on
Thursday, was set up
through the
Administrative Staff
College of India,
Hyderabad, and follows
national deliberations
and Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs guid-
ance on improving
grievance handling sys-
tems. Also Read - Part
Time Job Fraud Tops
Cyberabad Crime in
2025 "The PGGC has
been launched to
strengthen grievance
redressal and imp rove
stakeholders' engage-
ment in the real estate
sector across the state,"
said Telangana Real
Estate Regulatory Au
thority (TG-RERA),
Chai rman N Satya
narayana. The Cell will
guide stakeholders on
rights, responsibilities,
and assist grievance
redressal while improv-
ing awareness and com-
pliance under RERA, he

said. The Real Estate
Regulation and
Development Act, 2016,
ensures transparency,
accountability, efficien-
cy, and safeguards
homebuyers, though grie
vances persist on delays,
communication gaps,
and non-implementation
issues, said
Satyanarayana. Also
Read - Man Held at
Secunderabad Station
for Stealing Passenger’s
Gold, Cash The PGGC
serves as a citizen-cen-
tric platform providing
reliable information,
reducing disputes,
assisting with complaint

filing, and supporting
policy formulation
through feedback on
emerging issues. It
focuses on homebuyers
by simplifying provi-
sions, enabling project
verification, guiding due
diligence, and ensuring
awareness of rights,
including timely posses-
sion, refunds, and com-
pensation provisions.
Also Read - Telangana
Aims to Emerge as
Strategic Aerospace
Hub: Sridhar Babu The
Cell supports promoters,
landowners, and agents
with compliance clarity,
registration procedures,

and disclosures, and pro-
motes professionalism
while assisting institu-
tions in coordination and
verification processes,
said the, guiding due
diligence, and ensuring
awareness of rights,
including timely posses-
sion, refunds, and com-
pensation provisions.
Also Read - Tel
Chairman. The PGGC is
managed by a structured
team including a leader,
desk officers, a comist,
and assistants, ensuring
efficient operations, out-
reach, and stakeholder fa
cilitation across
Telangana, he added.Caste Survey: 89,000 Child Labourers

Exist in Telangana, Mostly from SC, ST
Hyderabad: As many as
89,000 children under
the age of 18 have been
found to be engaged in
daily wage work across
the state, the caste sur-
vey conducted by the
Cong ress government in
Telangana in 2024-25
has revealed. The survey
report, which was made
public recently said that
of these 89,000 child
labourers, 14 per cent
belonged to SC Madigas
and 11 per cent to ST
Lamb adis, who formed
the major share of castes
engaged in daily wage
work. me Job Fraud
Tops Cyb erabad Crime
in 2025 "In Telangana,
about one per cent of
those under 18 were
found to be engaged in
daily wage work. The
incidence is highest
among the ST Kolam
community at 7.2 per
cent, highlighting
intense economic hard-
ship and limited access
to protective systems,
such as education and
welfare support," it said.
"However, given the
overall average is about
one per cent, data hides

more than it reveals.
When we look at it in
absolute terms, 89,000
children under 18 were
found to be daily wage
workers," the Telangana
Socio, Economic, Edu
cational, E mployment,
Political and Caste
(SEEEPC) Survey-2024
said. Also Read - Man
Held at Sec underabad
Station for Stealing
Passenger’s Gold, Cash
On an average, 31.3 peo-
ple aged 25–65 are
engaged in daily wage
work. The BC-A Odde
caste records the highest
proportion at 55 per cent
among the 56 major
castes, pointing to

severe economic precar-
iousness.Many SC and
ST communities such as
ST Kolam, SC Beda, SC
Madiga, ST Koya, ST
Gond, ST Yerukulas, SC
Mala Sale have the high-
est share of daily wage
labourers in the state.
Most OC (General  BC-
B Goldsmith and BC-C
Christians have the least
share of daily wage
workers, it added.Many
SC and ST communities
such as ST Kolam, SC
Beda, SC Madiga, ST
Koya, ST Gond, ST
Yerukulas, SC Mala Sale
have the highest share of
daily wage labourers in
the state. Most OC

(General Caste) commu-
nities along with BC-B
Goldsmith and BC-C
Christians have the least
share of daily wage
workers, it added. OC
Rajus and OC Brahmins
lead significantly, with
27 per cent of their pop-
ulations in professional
private jobs, followed
closely by OC Kapus at
24 per cent which shows
their disproportionate
representation in the for-
mal private sector, point-
ing to historical advan-
tages in education, urban
networks, and economic
capital.

Cyberabad records 829 road crashes by
March 2026, motorcyclists and pedestri-

ans most victims
Hyderabad: In just
three months, between
January and March, the
Cyberabad region has
reported a total of 829
road accidents, with
motorcyclists and pedes-
trians being high among
the victims.These acci-
dents have resulted in
122 deaths and 710 non-
fatal injuries, and also
bringing the total num-
ber of people injured to
624.The Traffic Zone-II,
which covers areas
including Miyapur,
Kukatpally, KPHB,
Balanagar, Medchal and
Jeedimetla recorded the
highest number of road
accidents with 551 inci-
dents, 93 deaths, 90 fatal
injuries, and 461 non-
fatal injuries.On the
other hand, Traffic
Zone-I which covers key
areas including Madha
pur, Raidurgam, Gach
ibowli and Narsingi
recorded 278 road acci-
dents, resulting in 29

deaths, 29 fatal injuries
and the total number of
injured to 194.ng to the
Cyberabad Police,
motorcyclists were the
most severely affected
category of road users,
accounting for 355 acci-
dents, 50 fatalities and
281 non-fatal injuries,
making motorcyclists
the largest group of acci-
dent victims.Likewise,
car or taxi accidents
were also significant,
with 200 incidents
reported.Pedestr ians
were a highly vulnerable
category, involved in

203 accidents where 39
lost their lives and 180
were injured.Overall,
these two categories,
motorcyclists and pedes-
trians accounted for
nearly 67 per cent of the
total road accidents in
Cyberabad region.The
Cyberabad Police has
highlighted the impor-
tance of adhering to traf-
fic regulations, wearing
helmets, and using
pedestrian crossings.
A senior traffic police
official said, “The data
reveals disturbing trends
where motorcyclists are

the most vulnerable
group followed by
pedestrians. We are
requesting the citi-
zens to adhere to
traffic rules, wear
helmets, and use
pedestrian crossings
properly to bring
down these numbers.
Our enforcement
efforts will be
strengthened to curb
these accidents.”

With checks to be inten-
sified by increasing traf-
fic enforcement, deploy-
ing more checkpoints,
and conducting aware-
ness capaigns on road
safety and fatalities, the
traffic police hope to
bring down the accident
and fatalities.“We are
committed to intensify-
ing our enforcement
efforts and creating
awareness among the
public about road safety.
We urge all drivers and
pedestrians to ” the sen-
ior official said.

Interstate Fake Gold Gang Busted In Haryana; Rs 2.30
Crore Cash Recovered, Celebrities Among Victims

Gurugram: Gurugram
Police have busted an
interstate gang involved
in cheating people by
offering fake gold coins
at cheap rates. Four
accused have been
arrested, and police
recovered Rs
2,30,05,700 in cash and
678 grams of gold from
them.According to the
police, the gang operat-
ed in a very planned and
clever manner. They
would first survey busy
highways and express-
ways, especially target-
ing large vehicles. Once
they identified potential
victims, they would
intercept them and start
a conversation to gain
their trust.To make their
scheme believable, the
accused would initially
show a few genuine gold
and silver coins. After
gaining the victim's con-
fidence, they would
offer to sell a larger
quantity of gold at a
much lower price. This
tactic convinced victims
that the deal was gen-

uine.
DCP (Crime) Hitesh
Yadav said that dur-
ing interrogation, it
was revealed that the
gang members often
disguised themselves
as poor labourers.
They would tell sto-
ries about finding
gold during excava-
tion work to lure
people. They took
advantage of peo-
ple's greed and
quickly fled after
committing the
fraud.The gang's
mastermind, identified
as Solanki Prabhu Bhai
alias Kalpesh or Ravi,
has been involved in
such crimes for nearly
25 years. Several cases
have been registered
against him in different
states, including
Maharashtra and
Gujarat. Police said he
used the money earned
from fraud to buy hotels
and even produced a
Gujarati film titled
"Love You." Police also
revealed that he has

allegedly been married
four times.Police said
that the gang has also
targeted well-known
individuals. Bollywood
actor Aditya Pancholi
was reportedly cheated
out of Rs 25 lakh. In
another case, they duped
Rs 20 lakh from the per-
sonal assistant of Salim
Khan, father of actor
Salman Khan.
The case came to light
after a Gurugram-based
exporter filed a com-
plaint at the Sushant Lok
Police Station on April

1. He alleged that the
accused first gave him
genuine coins, which
were verified at a
Jewellery shop. Later, on
March 2, they visited his
house and took Rs 2.49
crore in cash and around
50 tolas of gold, handing
over fake brass coins in
return.Following the
complaint, Crime
Branch-43 conducted a
raid in Gujarat and
arrested the accused.
Police said efforts are
ongoing to catch other
members of the gang.

School Helper Arrested for Beating
Class VI Student Over Extra Egg

Hyderabad: A school
helper allegedly beat an
11-year-old Class VI
student with a ladle after
he took an additional
boiled egg without per-
mission during lunch
hour at an Anganwadi
school in Jai Bhavan
inagar, Filmnag ar police
said. The incident came
to light after the victim’s
parents lodged a com-
plaint, following which

the accused, Bala as
arrested. The victim’s
father, who works at a
private firm, said, “My
neighbours informed me
that my son suffered
injuries on his right
shoulder after being
beaten up by the ayah.
My wife and I rushed to
the school. By that time,
the school management
had taken him to a pri-
vate hospital where doc-

tors said he suffered
bleeding and internal
injuries." Also Read -
Part Time Job Fraud
Tops Cyberabad Crime
in 2025 All names are
being withheld to protect
the minor’s identity. The
father said he lodged the
complaint seeking strict
action against the school
helper. “They are chil-
dren. What is wrong if
he took two eggs instead

of one? Is that a major
violation of the mid-day
meal The school should
have informed us instead
of beating him with a
ladle,” he rued. Police
said they booked a case
for causing hurt and
under the provisions of
the Juvenile Justice Act
against Ba lanageswa
reamma. She was arrest-
ed and produced before
a for judicial remand.
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AP Govt Approves Rs 2,500 Crore
Cathode Material Plant in Chittoor

Amaravati/Chittoor: The
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment on Friday approved
an investment of over Rs
2,500 crore by NSPSL
Speciality Chemicals Pvt
Ltd to establish a cathode
material manufacturing
facility in Chittoor district.
Spread across 105 acres in
Gudupalle mandal, the
project is a significant step
towards localising one of
the most critical compo-
nents in the electronics
and battery value chain.
Cathode materials are the
core functional compo-
nents of lithium-ion bat-
teries, determining battery
performance, energy den-
sity, lifecycle, and safety.
They are widely used in
electric vehicles (EVs),
consumer electronics,
electronics hardware, and
several other key sectors.
Also Read - Truck
Carrying Carbon Dioxide

Load Catches Fire
After Collision Near
Kakinada With the
NSPSL facility, the
southern state aims to
achieve strategic rele-
vance, catering to elec-
tronics manufacturing
scale-up and global
energy transition
towards electrification.
Cathode materials
account for a signifi-
cant share of battery
cost and technology
differentiation, and by
building domestic
capacity, India reduces
dependence on imports,
particularly from con-
centrated global supply
chains. This also
enables the country to
strengthen its position
in EVs, renewables,
and electronics manu-
facturing. The NSPSL
project is approved
under the Andhra Pradesh Electronics Component

Manufacturing Policy
(4.0) 2025–30, which clas-
sifies it under the supply

chain of sub-assemblies
and bare components.

I-T Searches At TMC MLA Debasish Kumar's
Properties In Kolkata Ahead Of Polls

Kolkata: The Income Tax
Department on Friday
conducted searches at two
premises linked to TMC
MLA Debasish Kumar,
who is seeking a re-elec-
tion from the Rashbehari
seat in south Kolkata, offi-
cials said.Simultaneous
searches began at his
house on Manoharpukur
Road and his election
office around 6 am, they
said. The reason behind
the searches was not
immediately known.
Kumar had recently been
summoned multiple times
by the Enforcement
Directorate in connection
with a land fraud case. He
was called for questioning
at the CGO ComplTMC
workers raising sloex in
Salt Lake on April 1, 3 and

9, and had appeared before
the agency.The ED aimed
to determine whether
Kumar had any financial
transactions with busi-
nessman Amit Gang opad-
hyay, whose property was
recently searched by the
central agency, officials
said.Polling in the
Rashbehari constituency
will be held in the second
phase of the assembly
elections on April 29, with
counting scheduled on
May 4. The BJP has field-
ed columnist Swapan
Dasgupta as its candidate
in the seat.The searches
triggered tension outside
Kumar's residence, with
TMC workers raising slo-
gans against the BJP-led
government at the Centre.
Central forces

persoTMTMC workers
raising sloC workers rais-

ing slonnel were deployed
to handle situation, offi-

cials said.

AP Gets 10 TMC-Ft Less of
Krishna Water From Sagar Dam

Vijayawada:Andhra Pradesh has got nearly 10 tmc-ft of Krishna water
less than the allotted 32.25 tmc-ft from the Nagarjuna Sagar Dam
through the Left Main Canal, affecting crops like maize mainly in the
Nuziveedu Assembly segment area during the current rabi season. The
Nagarjuna Sagar Dam is under control of the Telangana government
and it maintains the dam on a regular basis. AP has got allocation of
32.25 tmc-ft of Krishna water for raising crops during both the kharif
and rabi seasons, as the water flows through the LMC covering parts of
NTR and Krishna districts with an ayacut of 3.67 lakh acres. Also Read
- Narayana Reviews AIS Officers’ Housing Works in Amaravati Nearly
8.42 tmc-ft of water was allotted for the kharif season and about 23.83
tmc-ft for the rabi season. So far, 12.21 tmc-ft of water has been
released with losses during rabi season and about 11.61 tmc-ft is yet to
be released. The rabi season ends in a week. Some 1.61 tmc-ft may be
released during this time, with the shortfall in supply coming up to 10
tmc-ft. As Telangana also uses the water from LMC at its initial stage
for some distance, nearly 11,000 cusecs of water gets released. As the
water flows through the canal, some quantum of water gets lost due to
evaporation, absorption in the soil and so on. Such water reaches the
Paleru reservoir and from there it reaches parts of AP. Also Read -
World Bank Technical Team Visits Capital Region Projects AP also has
to meet the drinking water needs of the people by filling up the sum-
mer storage tanks from the water drawn from LMC. Pulichintala proj-
ect superintendent engineer Ramachandra Rao said, “We are having a
short supply of Krishna water from Sagar Dam, than the allotted quan-
tity, regularly. This rabi season also it happened and is having its impact
on some crops in the LMC ayacut area. However, we got excess water
released during the Kharif season. If we can get all the allotted quanti-
ty of water, it will be more beneficial to the farmers to raise more
crops.” A similar view was expressed by the Krishna district agriculture
officer N Padmavathi, “If we get a good quantum of water, the farmers
can raise paddy depending on the canal water. At present, the farmers
having groundwater support through borewells are going for paddy
while others are opting for dry crops.”

500 NRIs From UAE Back Home In
Tamil Nadu To Vote For Vijay; 1000

More Expected By April 23
Chennai: Hundreds of
overseas Tamil voters
have begun arriving in
Tamil Nadu ahead of the
Assembly Election 2026,
with volunteers of the
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) claiming that at
least 500 people have
already flown in from
Dubai to cast their votes
on April 23, the day the
state is scheduled to go to
polls.According to party
volunteers, the number is
expected to rise sharply in
the coming days, with
more than 1,000 Non-
Resident Indians (NRIs)
likely to return from West
Asian, particularly from
GCC (Gulf Coordination
Council) countries. The
development comes amid
heightened political
excitement, as TVK is
contesting the Assembly
elections for the first time.
Several of the returning
voters were present at the
party's manifesto launch
event held at a private
hotel in Nungambakkam.
Speaking to the ETV
Bharat on Thursday,
Poornima, a volunteer
associated with Vijay
Makkal Iyakkam, a fan
club of actor Vijay formed
in 2009, in Dubai, said,
"Around 500 of us have

already come in the first
phase to vote for Vijay. We
paigning in constituencies
like Perambur, Villiva
kkam and T Nagar. Many
others could not travel due
to the prevailing situation
in the West Asia, but more
are expected to arrive
soon."Echoing similar
sentiments, another volun-
teer, Karthikeyan, said that
support is pouring in not

just from Dubai but across
the Gulf region. "People
are coming from Abu
Dhabi, Kuwait, Sharjah
and Bahrain. Since this is
Vijay’s first election, there
is a strong emotional con-
nect and enthusiasm
among voters to be part of
this political moment," he
said.The returning voters
are not only planning to
cast their votes but are also

actively participating in
grassroots campaigning
for TVK candidates across
key constituencies. Many
have expressed a strong
desire for political change
in the state, rallying
behind Vijay as a fresh
momentum, Anushree
Velan, a transgender
woman and supporter,
highlighted the inclusive
nature of TVK's mani-

festo. "Vijay has made
promises addressing the
needs of all sections,
including transgender per-
sons and the elderly. We
believe he will honour
these commitments,"
Velan said.All eyes are
now on whether this surge
in enthusiasm of fans of
the actor-turned-politician
translates into votes on the
ground.

Women's Reservation Act
2023 'Comes Into Force' On

April 16, 2026; Congress
Terms It 'Absolutely Bizarre'

New Delhi: The
Women's Reservation
Act 2023, which gave
a 33 percent quota to
women in legisla-
tures, came into force
on Thursday, as per a
gazette notification
issued by the Union
Law Ministry. It is,
however, not imme-
diately known why
the 2023 act was noti-
fied with effect from
April 16, in the midst
of the debate during
special sitting of
extended Budget
Session in Parliament
to amend the same
law for its implemen-
tation in 2029.An
official cited "techni-
calities" for bringing
the law into force
without elaborating.
Though the act has
come into force, the
reservation cannot be
implemented in the
current House, the
official said.
Reservation for
women can be imple-
mented after carrying
reservation  of one-
out a delimitation
exercise on the basis
of the next census,
the official added.

The notification read:
"In exercise of the
powers conferred by
sub-section (2) of
section 1 of the
Constitution (One
Hundred and Sixth
Amendment) Act,
2023, the Central
Government hereby
appoints the 16th day
of April, 2026, as the
date on which the
provisions of the said
Act shall come into
force."n September
2023, the Parliament
had passed the 'Nari
Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam', com-
monly known as the
Women's Reservation
Act, in a significant
step towards enhanc-
ing women's repre-
sentation in legisla-
tive bodies.The act
provided for the
reservation  of one-
third of seats for
women in the Lok
Sabha and state leg-
islative Assemblies.
Under the 2023 law,
the reservation would
not become enforce-
able before 2034, as
it was tied to the
completion of the
delimitation exercise

post 2027 Census.
The three bills cur-
rently being debated
in the Lok Sabha
were introduced by
the government to
implement the
women's quota in
2029.Meanwhile, the
Congress termed as
"absolutely bizarre"
the government noti-
fying the 'Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam'
passed in September
2023, even as amend-
ments to it are being
debated and would be
up for voting in the
Lok Sabha today
(April 17).Tagging a
Congress gereserva-
tion  of one-nreserva-
tion  of one-eral sec-
retary incharge of
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Jairam Ramesh said,
"This is   absolutely
bizarre."He said,
"The Nari Shakti
Vandan  Adhiniyam
passed in September
2023 has come into
force today (April
16), while amend-
ments to it are being
debated and will be
voted upon tomor-
row. Completely puz-
zled."
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     
     

      
      
       
      
     
     

     
      
     
     
      
     

 

     
      


        


     
     
    
     
   

      
    
     
      
 
       
     

      
   
     
       

       
    

    
 
     
     
     
     

       
     
      
       
       

      
      

     
     

      
      
     
      
   
    
  
     

   
       

    
     

       

      
     







   
   

    
   
  

   
   


   


    

        
       

         
       
 
          
         

        





  
    

 
    
    
    
     

    



  

  
    
     

   
  
  
   
   
  
   
   
   

    





    
   
  
 
 
  
    
   
  
   
   
   
   
  




       
         

          
 


   
   
    
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   
    
   
    

  

   



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
 


     
    
   
 
    
  
   
   
    

   
    
    
     

    


    
     
   

   


   
  
    
  
   
  

  

     
    
     
   



  

     
  



    

 


    
    
  
   
  
   



    
  

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 

   

     

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      
 
      
       
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      
      
       
       
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      
       
       

     
    
       
     
    
      
    
       
      



       
       
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
   
    
    

     
   
   
   
    

   

   
   

     
   
   
    
  
   
   

     
   
  
  
    



    

     
   
   
   

     

   
  

    
   



     
   
    

    
    





    
    
   
    
   
    


   

   

     

   
     
  

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  

   

   
 
  
    
   

   
   


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
   

   
   
  

   
   
    
   
   
   
   

  
  
  

   








        
          
        
        
 

      


    
     
    

      
    
   
   
     
    
     


     
    
     
   
     
    



    
     
      

     
  
  

     
    
    
     
    

     
   
   
    
   
     

    

    

     

    
      
   
   







   
      
    

     
    
   
      
   
   
    
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     
    
     

  
   
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     
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
     
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