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NEET UG 2026 exam cancelled,
re-test to be conducted soon

Hyderabad: In a major
development for MBBS
admissions this year, the
National Testing Agency
(NTA), with the
approval of the
Government of India,
has officially cancelled
the NEET (UG) 2026
examination conducted
on May 3 for allocating
MBBS seats across the
country.The NTA stated
that the integrity of the
original ~ examination
process could not be
maintained. To ensure
transparency and protect
the interests of students,
the examination will be
re-conducted on dates to
be notified shortly, the
NTA posted on its X
handle on Tuesday.The
Government of India has
referred the matter to the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) for a
comprehensive inquiry
into allegations of irreg-
ularities. The NTA has
committed to full coop-
eration and will provide
all necessary materials
and records to assist the
Bureau’s investigation,
the agency said.To min-
imise further stress on
students, the NTA said
there will be no need for
fresh registration. Data
and candidature from the

L
NEET .

May 2026 cycle will be
carried forward automat-
ically. The centres previ-
ously opted for by candi-
dates will remain the
same for the re-conduct-
ed examination.No addi-
tional examination fee
will be levied.
Moreover,Tuesday can-
celled the NEET-UG
2026 examination held
on Ma 3 and
announced that the med-
ical entrance test will be
conducted again on fresh
dates to be notified sepa-
rately. This comes after
allegations of a large-
scale "guess paper" leak
pushed the exam into a
nationwide controversy.
The government has also
ordered a comprehen-

sive Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)
probe nto the alleged
irregularities surround-
ing the examination,
which was attended by
nearly 22.79 lakh stu-
dents across India and
abroad.On the basis of
inputs subdents across
India and sequently
examined by NTA in
coord ..dents across
India and

The inputs received by
NTA, taken together
with the findings ..

ppst fees already paid
will be refunded to stu-
dents, as the NTA will
use internal resources to
fund the new examina-
tiohe inputs received by
NTA, taken together

with the findings ..

ppst fees already paid
will be refunded to stu-
dents, as the NTA will
use internal resources to
fund the new examina-
tion cycle.The revised
admit card schedule for
NEET will be issued
through official NTA n
cycle.The revised admit
card sdents across India
and chedule for NEET
will be issued through
official NTA channels in
the  coming  days.
Candidates have been
urged to disregard
unverified social media
reports and rely strictly
on official communica-

tions, the NTA
said.Official Contact
Information

SC Advises Judiciary To
Support Young Lawyers

Vijayawada: The
Supreme Court of India
advised members of the
judiciary at all levels to
exhibit patience, com-
passion, and a spirit of
encouragement towards
all, especially young
members of the Bar. A
two-judge Bench com-
prising Justice Surya
Kant and  Justice
Joymalya Bagchi heard
two writ petitions regis-
tered suo motu in New
Delhi on Monday over
an incident in the
Andhra Pradesh High
Court. In the incident,
Justice T. Rajasekhar
Rao had allegedly
threatened a young
advocate with 24-hour
police custody for his
indolent behaviour on
May 4. Also Read - GRP
Opens 10 Rounds Of
Fire To Nab Signal
Tampering Suspects The
apex court observed that
no directions were nec-
essary in relation to the
incident, as the issue had
been amicably settled at
the High Court level

with the involvement of
the Chief Justice and the
Bar Association. The
court noted that the
judge’s oral remarks did
not translate into an exe-
cutable order and that
the comments were
made under the impres-
sion that the young
advocate had struck the
files on the podium in
anger. However, the
advocate claimed that
the files had accidentally
slipped from his hands.

Also Read - Journalist
Booked On Charges Of
Sexually Harassing
Sweeper Noting that the
issue had been resolved
and that the advocate
had no complaint, the
apex court chose not to
pursue the matter fur-
ther. However, it made
certain pertinent obser-
vations on the need for
judges to  exercise
patience and to be
encouraging  towards
young advocates. The

court also observed that
it would be appropriate
for High Courts to con-
stitute grievance redres-
sal committees involv-
ing members of Bar
Councils and Bar
Associations. It noted
that such mechanisms
would help ensure that
issues between the Bar

and the Bench are
resolved amicably,
effectively, and in a

timely manner.

Chicken Rates Cross Rs
350 Per Kg In Hyderabad

Hyderabad

Chicken  prices in
Hyderabad have crossed
Rs 350 per kg, putting
Bressure on household
udgets across the city.
Traders say the increase
ongoing wedding season
and a fall in supply
caused by the intense
summer heat. Over the
past week, chicken
prices have risen sharply
from around Rs 300 per
kg to between Rs 350
and Rs 370 per kg.
Boneless chicken is now
being sold at nearly Rs
500 per kg in several
markets. Also Read -
Part Time Job Fraud
Tops Cyberabad Crime
in 2025 The rates for live
chicken are currently
ranging between Rs 190
and Rs 220 per kg.
Poultry traders say the

wedding season has led
to a rise in demand for
chicken as large gather-
ings and celebrations

continue across
Hyderabad and other
parts of the country.
With more weddings
taking place, the con-
sumption of chicken has

increased significantly
in recent weeks. At the
same time, the summer
heat has affected poultry
supply in the state. High
temperatures have
reduced production lev-
els at farms, leading to
lower availability in the
market. Traders believe

the prices may come
down once the monsoon
reaches the state and
temperatures begin to
fall. Improved weather
conditions are expected
to help poultry produc-
tion recover and stabilise
supply in the coming
weeks.
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Fraud Vitiates Everything: Telangana
High Court Quashes Land Claims
Based on Fabricated 1973 Stamp Paper

Hyderabad: The
Telangana High Court
has made it clear that no
mutation or revenue
entry obtained through
deceit, fraud or fabricat-
ed documents would
survive in the eyes of
law. Justice Nagesh
Bheemapaka stated that
“fraud vitiates every-
thing”, hence such
entries obtained by using
fraud would not be sus-
tainable. The Judge was
dealing with a petition
filed in 2013 by Karri
Koteshwar Rao and,
after his demise, his
legal representatives,
regarding 14.09 acres of
land in Survey No.s
148/3 to 148/9 of
Chunchupalli village, in
the mandal of the same
name, in Bhadradri-
Kothagudem  district.
They bought the land
through a sada bainama

sale deed dated
14.04.1959 from
Nagubandi  Mallaiah,

before Regulation 1 of
the 1970 Act (total alien-
ation of land in
Scheduled Area) came
into force. Also Read -
Part Time Job Fraud
Tops Cyberabad Crime
in 2025 However, one
Molothu Sreenu relied
upon forged and fabri-
cated documents to
claim ownership over
the disputed land and he
submitted a sada sale
deed of the year 1973
and claimed that he was
a member of the
Lambada (Scheduled

Tribe) community. The

controversy  revolved
around the crucial docu-
ments produced by the
Sreenu before the appel-
late tribunal was a “Sada
Sale Deed” purportedly
executed on March 29,
1973. However, the peti-
tioners argued that the
stamp  paper itself
exposed the fraud since
it carried the national
motto “Satyameva
Jayate” along with the
Ashoka Chakra emblem
— features that were
introduced on stamp
papers printed by the
India Security Press,
Nashik, only from
February 25, 1977.
Based on the fabricated
documents and bg play-
ing fraud, he obtained
favorable orders in the
lower tribunals. Also
Read - Chicken Rates
Cross Rs 350 Per Kg in
Hyderabad When it
reached the High Court,
Justice  Bheemapaka
found serious substance
in the allegation and
observed that a docu-

ment allegedly executed
in 1973 could not have
contained a feature
introduced several years
later, indicating prima
facie fabrication. The
court also examined
‘pahani’ and ‘adangal’
records allegedly show-
ing possession of the
land by Sreenu’s father
during 1973-76.
However, the tahsildar
informed the court that
no such records were
available in official
archives. Also Read -
Miyapur: 13-Year-Old
Girl Dies After Falling
Into Open Water Tank
Th no such entries exist-
ed in the revenue records
for those years, leading
the court to draw an
adverse inference that
the documents relied
upon before lower tri-
bunals were forged. The
court also noted that
Lambadas were declared
as a Scheduled Tribe in
1976 under Article 342
of the Constitution,
hence, purchase of prop-
erties by Lambada com-

Satavahana University Pushes
Ready Tralnlng Inks Four MoUs

WARANGAL.:

Satavahana University
on Monday signed four
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs)
with technology and
education firms to
enhance student employ-
ability and research
capabilities, as part of
the Telangana State
Education Week celebra-
tions in Karimnagar.
Vice Chancellor Prof. U.
Umesh Kumar said the
collaborations aimed to
provide students with
internships and industry-
oriented trainin?, while
equipping faculty with
advanced research tools.
He said the university
was strengthening its
academic and infrastruc-
tural base through such
partnerships to make

students industry-ready
and competitive in
national-level examina-
tions. Also Read - Part
Time Job Fraud Tops
Cyberabad Crime in
2025 Under an agree-
ment with Skill Dezyre
Technologies  Private
Limited, the university
will facilitate intern-
ships, workshops and
access to online UGC
platforms  such  as
SWAYAM, NPTEL and

MOOCs, along with
secAcademy of
Technology Private

Limited will focus on
applied research and
hands-on training in
hardware systems and
intelligent software solu-
tions, with joint certifi-
cation programmes tai-
lored to regional needs.
Also Read - Chicken
Rates Cross Rs 350 Per
Kg in Hyderabad For
engineering students, the

munity members after
the Regulation came into
force was not in contra-
vention of Section 3 of
the  Regulation. e
Telangana Police
Despite the interim stay
orders issued by the
High Court, Sreenu sold
the plots in the disputed
land to around 130 tribal
people and constructions
were made by them,
based on the sada baina-
ma papers. The court
found that Sreenu’s
advocate on record on
his behalf made false
statements and cau-
tioned counsel to be cau-
tious and diligent while
filing affidavits and
making  submissions.
The court ordered recti-
fication of revenue
records that  were
allegedly manipulated
on the strength of fabri-
cated documents and
observed that parties
who suffered due to such
fraud were free to initi-
ate both civil and crimi-
nal proceedings against
those responsible. The
court also reminded pur-
chasers that if the ven-
dor’s title itself col-
lapsed due to fraud, sub-
sequent purchasers
could not claim protec-
tion merely on the
ground that they pur-
chased the property for
consideration. The court
observed that the only
remedy available for
them was to sue their
vendors for recovery of
sale consideration.

Industry-

university partnered

. with Ramesh IES GATE

Academy to provide
training for competitive

| examinations such as

IES, GATE and public
sector  undertakings.
Students at the
Husnabad B.Tech cam-
pus will be given access
to digital study materi-
als, video lectures and
mock tests through a
mobile application. The
fourth agreement, with
NGO Ignite Swarna
Bharathi, will offer a 30-
day online coaching pro-
gramme  for  Civil
Services aspirants from
rural and economically
weaker  backgrounds,
covering subjects
including Geography,
History and Indian
Polity.

Miyapur: 13-Year-Old Girl Dies
After Falllng Into Open Water Tank

Hyderabad: A 13-year-
old girl died after acci-
dentally falling into an
open water tank at an
apartment complex in
Miyapur on Monday
evening. The incident
came to light when the
girl’s father, who had
been searching for her
since evening, discov-
ered her body in the
tank. According to the
Miyapur police, Charan
and Renuka, a couple
from Maddirala Thanda
in Tekulapalli mandal of
Bhadradri Kothagudem
district, have been work-
ing in Gokul Plots,
Miyapur, for the past ten
years. The couple has
two daughters and a son.
Charan had joined Sri
Residency apartment as
a watchman just a week
ago. Also Read - Part
Time Job Fraud Tops
Cyberabad Crime in
2025  Police  said
Charan’s daughter, Sara,
accidentally fell into a

water tank that had been
left open on the apart-
ment premises at around
7:30 pm. When the girl
could not be found, her
worried parents began
searching for her. Upon
noticing the open tank,
they found Sara ached
the spot and gathered
details about the inci-
dent. The girl’s parents

have expressed suspi-

cions regarding her
death. Police have regis-
tered a case and are
investigating whether it
was a tragic accident or
unconscious in  the
water. She was immedi-
ately rushed to a private
hospital in Nizampet,
where doctors declared
her dead on arrival.

Miyapur police reached
the spot and gathered
details about the inci-
dent. The girl’s parents
have expressed suspi-
cions regarding her
death. Police have regis-
tered a case and are
investigating whether it
was a tragic accident or
if there were any other
circumstances involved.
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Karnataka Alert On SIR Process, Seeks
To Avoid 'Bengal-Like' Controversies

Bengaluru:  Karnataka
Home Minister G.
Parameshwara, speaking
to the media on Saturday,
said, “In our state as well,
the SIR (Special Intensive
Revision) process will
begin. We also need to be
careful. Anything that hap-
pened in West Bengal
should not be allowed
here.""This is our opinion,
and  Chief  Minister
Siddaramaiah has already
held a meeting regarding
the matter. Mapping has
already been completed in
some places, while in oth-
ers it is still pending,” he
said.He said, “Yesterday, |
was invited to a meeting
regarding the SIR, but I
could not attend due to
various reasons. In West
Bengal, many people

claim that the government
lost power because of
alleged SIR manipulation.
Analysts say that due to
such manipulation, the
BJP won nearly 100 seats
by margins of around
5,000 votes.”

"This should not be
allowed in Karnataka and
we are careful," he added.
“Probably, there will be
more clarity after a few
days. Once the process is
completed fully, a clear

|
picture will emerge,” he
added.”"We have already
given instructions to our
party workers and Booth
Level Agents (BLAs)
regarding monitoring the
process and holding dis-
cussions with Booth Level
Officers (BLOs).
Additions and deletions in
the voter list have to be
monitored carefully. The
party has conveyed all
these directions to the
BLAs, and they will carry

out the work,” he stated.
Speaking about the prepa-
rations for the mega event
in his native Tumakuru
city to ma, and lakhs of
people have received land
records in their names.
This can be described as a
major achievement of the
Karnataka government.”
“In continuation of this
initiative, property docu-
ments will be distributed
to 1.40 lakh people under
the programme that has
been planned,” he said.
“We had not imagined that
the Congress government
would soon be completing
three years in office.
However, after May 20
was suggested to the Chief
Minister’s Office, and
everything fell into place.
Since the swearing-in cer-

emony was held on May
20 and the government
came into existence on
that day, it has been decid-
ed to celebrate the occa-
sion as the completion of
three years of the govern-
ment,” he added.

“More importantly, this is
primarily a programme of
the Revenue Department,”
he said. “More than 50 per
cent of the assurances
promised in the manifesto
have already been ful-
filled. There Is also a need
to review this achieve-
ment,” he added. Respon
ding to a question on a
possible Cabinet reshuffle,
Parameshwara said, “It is
the decision of the party
high command. | have
been repeating this to the
media time and again.”

Nearly Half Of Meghalaya's Population Above
Age Of 15 Years Consume Tobacco: Official

Shillong: Nearly half of
Meghalaya's population
above the age of 15 con-
sumes tobacco in smoked
or smokeless forms, while
close to 8,000 people die
annually from tobacco-
related diseases in the
state, a senior health offi-
cial said on Monday.

Speaking at the launch of
the World No Tobacco
Day (WNTD) 2026 cam-
paign, State Nodal Officer
of the National Tobacco
Control Programme Dr
Nabaneeta D Mawrie
described the situation as a
major public health con-
cern and called for urgent
intervention to protect the
youth and the wider popu-
lation."Tobacco is not just
a habit, it is a trap careful-
ly designed to addict our
youth and communities,"
she said."With nearly half
of adults above 15 years in
Meghalaya using tobacco
and close to 8,000 lives
lost annually due to tobac-

co-related illnesses, the
urgency to act now is
extremely high,” Mawrie
added.The WNTD 2026
campaign  has  been
launched under the theme
"Tobacco! The Business
of Death", in line with the
global theme "Unmasking
the appeal, countering
nicotine and tobacco
addiction”. The awareness
drive, which began on
April 6, will continue in
schools and colleges
across the state throughout
April and May before con-
cluding on May 31, offi-
cials said.Mawrie said the
campaign aims to mobilise
educational institutions to
organise rallies, signature
drives and community

outreach ~ programmes
against the tactics
employed by tobacco

companies while encour-
aging students to make
informed and healthy
choices."This campaign
seeks to expose the harm-

ful tactics of tobacco
industries, empower stu-
dents to make informed
and healthy decisions, and
transform awareness into
meaningful community
action," she said.

She also highlighted the
achievements of the
Tobacco Free Educational
Institutions (ToFEI) pro-
gramme being implement-
ed in collaboration with

Sambandh Health

the
Foundation.According to
officials, more than 9,000
schools and nearly six
lakh students in Megha
laya have participated in

anti-tobacco awareness
programmes over the last
four years. Education
department official
Jennyfer J Synrem said the
increasing participation in
recent years reflected

growing public awareness.
"In 2026, we are not just
continuing a campaign;
we are building a move-
ment," she said. "Schools
are not only centres of
learning but agents of
change.” Deput
Commissioner of Sout
West Garo Hills Anendya
Raajsshre stressed the
need for sustained efforts
to translate awareness into
action."Real change will
happen only when aware-
ness transforms into
action," she said.
"Initiatives like WNTD
and ToFEl are not just
campaigns; they are com-
mitments to protect human
lives." Officials said the
campaign is expected to
witness participation from
schools, colleges, govern-
ment departments, civil
society organisations and
community groups ahead
of World No Tobacco Day
on May 31.

Himanta Biswa Sarma Takes Oath As Assam
CM For Second Consecutive Term; PM Modli,
Other Top Leaders Present

Guwahati: After NDA's
landslide victory in the
recently-concluded Assam
elections, senior Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader
Himanta Biswa Sarma
was sworn in as the Chief
Minister for a second con-
secutive term here on
Tuesday (May  12),
becoming the first non-
Congress leader in the
state to achieve the feat.

The ceremony was graced

by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah,

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, chief ministers,
deputy chief ministers
from several NDA-ruled
states and top leaders of
the Union government.

Along  with  Sarma,
Rameswar Teli, Atul Bora,
Charan Boro, and Ajanta
Neog also took oath as
ministers in the ceremony.
Senior BJP leader and
MLA Ranjit Das has been
named as the candidate for
the post of Speaker of the
Assam Legislative
Assembly.Ahead of the
oath ceremony, Sarma,
considered the BJP's
Northeast strongman, on
Monday reaffirmed his
administration's commit-
ment to the state's growth,
stating that the new team
will work with "full dedi-
cation” to build a
"stronger, more devel-
oped, and prosperous

(_‘t'.

Assam.""My heartfelt
congratulations and best
wishes to all ministers.
Together, we will continue
to work with full dedica-
tion for a stronger, more
developed and dprosperous
Assam," he said in a ost on
X.He also stated that the
first Cabinet meeting of
the new government
would be held shortly after
the swearing-in ceremony.
?He said implementation
of the BJP's electoral com-
mitments and develop-
ment agenda  would

remain the government's
top priority in its new
term.?The BJP-led
National Democratic
Alliance secured a deci-
sive mandate in the recent-
ly concluded Assam
Assembly elections, win-
ning its highest-ever 102
seats, with the BJP bag-
ging 82 seats, while its
allies AGP and BPF won
10 each, in the 126-mem-
ber House.With NDA
forming its government
for a third consecutive
term in the state, Union

S LW

Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal termed it a "great
day for the people of
Assam."Speaking to
reporters ahead of the cer-
posing faith in the NDA
for a third consecutive ter-
memony, Sonowal credit-
ed the people of Assam for
reposing faith in the NDA
for a third consecutive
term and expressed confi-
dence that the state would
emerge as one of the most
developed states in the
country under the leader-
ship of CM-designate

Himanta Biswa
Sarma."With the support
of the people of Assam,
NDA for the third term is
going to form the govern-
ment under the leadership
of  Himanta Biswa
Sarma... This is a great
day, and we are really
thankful to the people of
Assam... I'm sure that in
this third term of NDA,
Assam is going to become
one of the most developed
states in the country,”
Sonowal said.

Tamil Nadu Assembly Speaker
Elected Unopposed; Who Is

TVK's JCD Prabhakar

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Assembly unanimously elected TVK legislator
JCD Prabhakar as its Speaker on Tuesday. Prabhakar, a three term
MLA, had earlier won from Villivakkam constituency inAs the House
convened to elect the Speaker, Pro-Tem Speaker M V Karuppaiah said
Prabhakar has been elected as his was the only nomination received for
the Speaker's post.Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay on Monday proposed
Prabhakar's name for the post of Speaker. The DMK did not name any
candidate. The AIADMK which was in disarray over its poorest elec-

toral

performance yet its founding also did not field any

candidate.Minutes before the House convened Tuesday more than 26
AIADMK MLAs led by CV Shanmugham announced that the partK
would support the Vijay-led government.In the House, Karuppaia

announced that his role as Pro-Tem Speaker has ended, paving the way
for Prabhakar to be installed as Speaker of the House. He asked Leader
of the House K A Sengottaiyan and Leader of the Opposition(LoP)
Udhayanidhi Stalin to escort the newly elected Speaker to his chair, as
per the tradition followed in the House.He announced that Prabhakar
would conduct the House from there on.As suggested, Sengottaiyan
and Udhayanidhi approached Prabhakar and congratulated him. After
shaking hands, the duo escorted him to his chair, which is at the Centre
of the House. Treasury benches and opﬁosition members sit facing each

other on either side of the Speaker's c

air.Immediately after assuming

his chair, Prabhakar conducted the election for the deputy speaker. He
member to file his nomination for the deputy speaker's post, and his
nomination was proposed by Sengottaiyan. In the absence of any con-
test, Ravishankar has been elected unopposed, he said.

Who is JCD Prabhakar?A senior leader from the MGR era in the
AIADMK is an alumnus of prestigious Loyola College and Madras
Law College. The septuagenarian who knows the House procedures
has first won as an AIADMK MLA from Villivakkam in 1980.1n 2026,
he contested from the Thousand Lights constituency. He defeated
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) candidate Ezhlian Naganathan
and relegated former AIADMK Minister B Valarmathi to a distant
third.He unsuccessfully contested from the same seat in the next two
elections--1984 and 1989.

Experts Anticipate Significant Boost
In Inbound Tourism After PM Modi’s
Appeal To Avoid Foreign Travel

New Delhi: The
Indian tourism indus-
try is anticipating a
boost in inbound
tourism after Prime
Minister  Narendra
Modi urged citizens
to conserve foreign
exchange reserves by
cutting down on
unnecessary foreign
travel, overseas vaca-
tions and destination
weddings abroad.

Industry stakeholders
believe the appeal
could lead to a signif-
icant shift in travel
preferences, encour-
aging Indians to
explore domestic des-
tinations instead of
opting for interna-
tional tours and wed-
dings.Travel opera-
tors and hospitality
players said the move
may particularly ben-
efit domestic tourism
hotspots, heritage cir-
cuits and luxury wed-
ding destinations acro
SS India.Experts
noted that affluent
travellers, who often
choose foreign loca-
tions for trips and
weddings, may now
increasingly look at
destinations that offer
comparable experi-
ences.Tourism and
hospitality operators
are now hopeful that
the Prime Minister’s
appeal will translate
into higher bookings,
increased footfall at
Indian destinations
and renewed interest
in destination wed-
dings within the
country.Sharing his
views, Rajnish Kais
tha, tourism expert
and senior vice presi-
dent of the Indian
Association of Tour
Operators, told ETV
Bharat, “The industry
is expecting this
appeal will  help
reduce at least 10 per
cent of outbound
tourists who often
choose foreign coun-
tries for destination
weddings. This, in

-

turn, will help boost
Indian hotels and the
economy.”He further
said the government
should now focus on
increasing inbound
foreign tourist
arrivals, as interna-
tional visitors bring
valuable foreign
exchange that can
strengthen the Indian
economy.“Foreign
tourists  contribute
significantly to the
country’s foreign
exchange reserves,
and increasing
inbound tourism will
help improve our
economy further,” he
added.Expressing
similar views, Ravi
Gosain, president of
the IATO, told ETV
Bharat, “Outbound
tourism has already
been under pressure
due to the ongoing
West Asia conflict
over the past several
months. Many
tourists are avoiding
foreign travel as air-
fares have increased
significantly, affect-
ing middle-class trav-
ellers the most.”

He said the industry
has been consistently
urging the govern-
ment to focus on
boosting inbound
tourism to strengthen
the country’s foreign
exchange reserv
es.“For increasi ng
inbound tourism, the
government needs to
undertake aggressive
publicity and promo-
tion of Indian tourist
destinations and
attractions at the
international level,”
he stated.

Another tourism
expert, Garish
Oberoi, honourary

treasurer of the
Federation of Hotel
and Restaurant
Associations of India,
said, “This is positive
news for Indian
hotels as it is expect-
ed to generate more
business for the
domestic hospitality
sector. If outbound
tourism declines by
20 to 30 per cent, it
will provide a signifi-
cant boost to the
dothe resilience of
India’s outbound
travel market, sup-
ported by rising con-
sumer confidence,
expanding aviation
networks, and grow-
ing demand for inter-
national leisure and
b usiness
travel.According to
official data, out-
bound travel by
Indian nationals in
2024 was largely
driven by leisure and
recreational purpos-
es, which accounted
for 42.52 per cent of

total  departures.
Indian diaspora fol-
lowed closely at

34.69 per cent.

Business and profes-
sional travel con-
tributed 14.92 per
cent to the total out-

bound movement,
while pilgrimage
travel accounted for
3.99 per cent.

Education-related
travel made up 2.45
per cent, and the
remaining 1.43 per
cent was attributed to
other purposes, the
data showed.
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