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Inside Section 301 Probe That Targets India And
59 Other Countries: Why Washington Is Penalising
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Youi, Jitendra Singh Launch Regional
Metenrolngicl centr_e in |.IIG|(IIOW_

New Delhi: Union Minis-
ter of State (Independent
Charge) for Science & Tech-
nology and Earth Sciences,
Dr.Jitendra Singh, today
launched the new Regional
Meteorological Centre
(RMC) at Lucknow along
with the Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh, Shri Yogi
Adityanath. On the occa-
sion, the Minister said that
India’s meteorological infra-
structure has witnessed
unprecedented expansion
over the last decade, en-
abling more accurate, loca-
tion-specific and impact-
based weather forecasting
services across the country.

Addressing the function,
Dr.Jitendra Singh said that
the progress achieved in
weather forecasting and
observation systems in the
last decade has transformed
the manner in which
weather services are deliv-
ered to citizens, disaster
management agencies, farm-
ers, tourists and the avia-
tion sector.

The Minister stated that
India had only 17 Doppler
Weather Radars in 2014,
while several states, includ-
ing Jammu & Kashmir,
Punjab and Uttarakhand,
did not have even a single
radar. He informed that the
network has now expanded
to 50 Doppler Weather Ra-
dars and another 50 radars
are proposed under Mis-
sion Mausam, taking the
total to nearly 100 radars
over the next two years. He
said this expansion will sig-
nificantly strengthen real-
time weather monitoring
and forecasting capabilities
across the country.

Highlighting advance-

ments in forecasting ser-
vices, Dr.Jitendra Singh
noted that weather forecast-
ing has evolved from broad
regional predictions to
highly localised and time-
specific forecasts. He said
that citizens can now access
accurate short-range fore-
casts, including weather
conditions for the next few
hours, enabling better plan-
ning and preparedness. The
Minister emphasised that
increasing public confi-
dence in weather forecasts
is a reflection of the sub-
stantial improvements made
in observational networks,
forecasting models and dis-
semination systems.

Referring specifically to
Uttar Pradesh, Dr.Jitendra
Singh said the state's geo-
graphical diversity and cli-
matic variability make it one
of the most important re-
gions for advanced meteo-
rological services. He noted
that Uttar Pradesh is highly
vulnerable to floods,
droughts, heatwaves, thun-
derstorms and other ex-
treme weather events, mak-
ing timely forecasting and
warning systems critical for
public safety and disaster
preparedness.

The Minister highlighted
the remarkable strengthen-
ing of meteorological infra-
structure in Uttar Pradesh
over the last decade. He in-
formed that while the state
had only one Doppler
Weather Radar in 2014, now
three are operational and
several more are being com-
missioned. The State's Au-
tomatic Weather Stations
increased from 59 to 107,
Automatic Rain Gauges
Stations from 132 to 140,
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and Lightening Sensors
from 0 to 7. He further noted
that aviation meteorological
services are now being pro-
vided at eleven airports
across Uttar Pradesh, re-
flecting the growing scale
of aviation infrastructure in
the state.

Dr.Jitendra Singh also
highlighted the significant
expansion of meteorologi-
cal services in Uttarakhand.
He noted that the state, de-
spite its vulnerability to
flash floods, cloudbursts,
landslides and avalanches,
previously had no Doppler
Weather Radar. Today,
three such radars have been
installed and additional
systems are being planned
under Mission Mausam.
The number of Automatic
Weather Stations, airport
meteorological observato-
ries and lightning detection
systems has also increased
substantially, strengthen-
ing weather monitoring ca-
pabilities across the Hima-
layan region.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of the newly declared
Regional Meteorological
Centre at Lucknow, the
Minister said the centre will
play a crucial role in
decentralising meteorologi-
cal services and strength-
ening regional forecasting
capabilities. He informed
that the Centre will cater to
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand
and adjoining regions, en-
abling more focused moni-
toring, forecasting and dis-
semination of weather infor-
mation. He also noted that
plans are underway for the
development of dedicated
infrastructure, including
advanced Doppler Weather

METEOROLOGICAL

Radars and wind profiler
systems, with support from
the State Government.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said
that improved forecasting
systems are contributing
significantly to disaster risk
reduction by providing ad-
vance warnings for flash
floods, cloudbursts, thun-
derstorms, lightning, ava-
lanches and other extreme
weather events. He
stressed that while fore-
casting accuracy has im-
proved substantially, the
effectiveness of weather
services ultimately depends
on timely action by local
administrations and public
adherence to advisories
and warnings issued by
meteorological agencies.
The Minister urged citi-
zens, local authorities and
disaster management agen-
cies to make full use of
weather forecasts and take
early warnings seriously, as
also the impact-based warn-
ings available through vari-
ous digital platforms. He
said that weather informa-
tion is now reaching dis-
tricts, local administrations
and Panchayats in real time
and should be integrated
into planning and decision-
making processes. The dec-
laration of the Regional
Meteorological Centre,
Lucknow marks a significant
milestone in the strengthen-
ing of India's weather and
climate services architec-
ture. The Centre is expected
to enhance forecasting ca-
pabilities, improve dissemi-
nation of weather advisories
and support disaster man-
agement, agriculture, avia-
tion and public safety across
the region.

India Secures Continued Market Access for Aquaculture, Honey, Eggs
and Animal Casings Exports to the European Union Beyond September 2026

New Delhi: In a signifi-
cant development for
India’s agri and marine ex-
ports, India has been in-
cluded on the list of coun-
tries authorised to export
aquaculture products,
eggs, honey, and animal
casings to the European
Union beyond September
2026 under the amended
European Union regulatory
framework. The European
Union has notified an
amendment to Regulation
(EU) 2021/405 through
Commission Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2026/1189
in view of growing concerns
relating to Antimicrobial
Resistance (AMR). The re-
vised regulation will come
into effect from September
2026 and lays down addi-
tional requirements for
countries exporting speci-
fied animal-origin products
to the European Union.

India’s inclusion in the list
of authorised countries en-
sures continuity of exports
of these products to the
European Union market be-
yond September 2026. This
is particularly significant for
the fisheries sector, as ex-
ports of fish and fishery
products from India to the
European Union are cur-
rently valued at approxi-
mately USD 1.59 billion. The
development is the result of
sustained efforts by the

Department of Commerce,
Ministry of Commerce &
Industry, Government of
India, in close coordination
with the Export Inspection
Council (EIC) and other
stakeholders. The Depart-
ment of Commerce has been
actively engaging with the
European Commission to
address regulatory require-
ments and market access
issues, while the EIC has
strengthened India’s Offi-
cial Control System through
enhanced inspection, test-
ing and certification mecha-

nisms in line with European
Union regulations.

The Department of Com-
merce, along with the Export
Inspection Council and
other stakeholders, includ-
ing the Marine Products
Export Development Au-
thority (MPEDA), will con-
tinue to work closely with
EU-approved establish-
ments and regulatory au-
thorities to ensure smooth
implementation of the regu-
latory requirements and
maintain high standards of
quality and food safety in

export products. India’s in-
clusion under the amended
European Union regulation
is expected to facilitate con-
tinued market access for In-
dian exporters, support
trade growth and create
new opportunities across
the concerned sectors. The
Government of India re-
mains committed to promot-
ing exports, strengthening
institutional capacities and
deepening economic coop-
eration with key trading
partners, including the Eu-
ropean Union.

TRAI Assesses Mobile Network Quality
from Lanka to Narainpur Railway Bridge
along NH-27 & 627 under Assam LSA

New Delhi: The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has released findings
of Independent Drive Test (IDT) conducted from Lanka to Narainpur Railway Bridge
along NH-27 & 627 in the State of Assam under Assam LSA, during the month of March
2026, for information of general telecom consumers. The purpose of this drive test is to
assess and verify real time quality of mobile network services (both voice & data) pro-
vided by Telecom Service Providers (TSPs). During the IDT, TRAI captures performance
of TSPs for key Quality of Service (QoS) parameters like Coverage, Call Drop Rate (CDR),
Call Setup Success Rate (CSSR), data Download (DL) and Upload (UL) throughput etc.,
which are then published to inform Consumers and encourage TSPs to improve their
services. These IDTs have been designed to capture on ground mobile network perfor-
mance of all TSPs across diverse usages environment like cities, hotspots, public trans-
port hubs, etc. In this type of drive testing, live data and voice sessions are established
using SIM cards from all TSPs over 2G, 3G, 4G, and 5G networks. Multiple advanced test
handsets are used, and the sessions are monitored and analysed in real-time using
advanced Software Systems. TRAI, through its appointed agency, conducted drive
tests along National Highway- 189.7 Kms, and Hotspot- 7 Locations in Assam State
during 10th March 2026 to 18th March 2026 in Assam LSA. These tests were conducted
under the supervision of the TRAI Regional Office Kolkata.

Trading Partners Over Forced-Labour Loopholes

Reacting to develop-
ments that the United States
Trade Representative
(USTR) has concluded in-
vestigations against 60
economies, including India,
regarding measures of
these economies to prevent
the import of goods, India
on Wednesday said that it
remains engaged with the
US on the matter as a part
of Section 301 proceedings.
A statement from the Min-
istry of Commerce & Indus-
try said that India is also
parallelly engaged with the
US for finalisation of a
framework agreement as
was announced on 2 Feb-
ruary 2026 and in accor-
dance with the joint state-
ment released on 7 Febru-
ary 2026. The USTR has
proposed imposing addi-
tional tariffs on imports from
the 60 economies under
Section 301 of the US Trade
Actof'1974.

Origin of Section 301
investigation

In March 2026, the USTR
self-initiated a sweeping
trade probe under Section
301(b)(1) of the Trade Act
of 1974. This specific legal
provision allows Washing-
ton to unilaterally investi-
gate foreign trade practices
that are deemed "unreason-
able or discriminatory" and
burden or restrict US com-
merce, even if they do not
violate a formal trade agree-
ment. The probe targeted 60
of the United States’ larg-
est trading partners, exam-
ining whether a lack of do-
mestic enforcement against
forced-labour imports cre-
ated an unfair economic
environment.

What constitutes forced
labour

Under Section 301, the
USTR anchors its definition
of forced labour in standard
US customs law (Section
307 of the Tariff Act of 1930)
and International Labour
Organisation (ILO) bench-
marks, defining it as any
work or service exacted
from a person under the
menace of penalty and per-
formed involuntarily.

This encompasses forced
or indentured child labour,
convict labour and state-
sponsored labour
programmes characterised
by systemic coercion, such
as debt bondage, withhold-
ing of wages or the confis-

cation of identity docu-
ments. Crucially, the USTR
is not investigating whether
these practices occur within
the 60 targeted nations.
Rather, it defines the "un-
reasonable practice" as a
country's structural failure
to implement and enforce its
own border bans against
importing these tainted
goods, which allows
forced-labour  supply
chains to circulate freely
and distort fair commercial
competition.
Impact on US commerce
This regulatory gap im-
pacts American commerce
in two ways. It grants for-
eign manufacturers an arti-
ficial cost advantage over
US firms that are legally
barred from using such in-
puts and it causes blocked
forced-labour goods to be
diverted and dumped into
the markets of trading part-
ners where US exports must
then compete against artifi-
cially low-priced products.
Tiered tariff proposals
Following the conclusion
of its rapid inquiry, the
USTR formally released its
findings and proposed a
sweeping, tiered penalty
system based on the sever-
ity of each country's regu-
latory gap. A maximum 12.5
per cent additional duty has
been proposed for 54
economies—including In-
dia, China, Japan, the UK,
Taiwan and Saudi Arabia—
which the USTR concluded
completely failed to imple-
ment and enforce an import
prohibition on forced
labour. A slightly mitigated
10 per cent levy was pro-
posed for six economies
(Canada, the European
Union, Mexico, Indonesia,

Pakistan and Ecuador) that
have legal import prohibi-
tions on the books but
maintain inadequate en-
forcement mechanisms.

Core exemptions and
special mechanisms

To prevent these sweep-
ing duties from completely
crippling supply chains or
colliding with existing trade
disputes, the USTR has
carved out specific exclu-
sions. Any products that are
currently subject to Section
232 tariffs—the US national
security duties applied to
global steel and aluminium
imports—are explicitly ex-
cluded from these new Sec-
tion 301 proposals, along
with certain other sensitive
consumer products. Fur-
thermore, a special tariff-
rate quota mechanism has
been proposed for textile
and apparel products,
which could allow a certain
capped volume of imports
from selected economies to
enter the US at lower, pref-
erential tariff rates.

Critical June and July
deadlines

The proposed tariffs are
not yet final and the US
government is legally re-
quired to review feedback
from domestic businesses,
foreign governments and
industry groups before
making a final decision.
Stakeholders must submit
requests to participate in
the upcoming public trials
by June 22, 2026. Compre-
hensive written comments
and rebuttals can be sub-
mitted until July 6,2026. The
USTR will then hold formal
public hearings on July 7,
2026, to consider all testi-
monies before officially de-
termining whether to en-

force, modify, or scale back
the proposed duties.

India's dual-track diplo-
matic strategy

India is actively negotiat-
ing this high-stakes trade
friction through a delicate,
two-pronged diplomatic
approach. On the first track,
New Delhi is actively par-
ticipating in the Section 301
proceedings, contesting
the USTR's forced-labour
allegations, defending its
domestic import tracking
and urging Washington to
discontinue the unilateral
proceeding.

On the parallel second
track, India is pushing for-
ward with long-term strate-
gic trade ties. It remains
deeply engaged with Wash-
ington to finalise a compre-
hensive framework agree-
ment, building directly on
the bilateral interim trade
pact announced on Febru-
ary 2,2026 and solidified in
the joint statement released
on February 7, 2026.

Tricky timing of USTR
tariff?

The timing of the USTR's
12.5 propossal tariff pro-
posal heavily complicates
the major bilateral break-
throughs achieved between
New Delhi and Washington
earlier this year.

Under the historic Febru-
ary interim trade agreement
reached by President
Donald Trump and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the US agreed to cut its
base reciprocal tariffs on
Indian goods from 25 per
cent down to 18per cent.
The newly threatened 12.5
per cent forced labour pen-
alty risks heavily undercut-
ting those hard-won com-
mercial advantages.

Major Blow To Mamata: Expelied TMC MLA

¥
Kolkata: A major political
crisis has erupted within the
All India Trinamool Con-
gress after expelled party
leader Ritabrata Banerjee
was recognised as the
Leader of the Opposition in
the West Bengal Assembly,
following the backing of 58
dissident MLAs. The de-
velopment marks a signifi-
cant setback for Mamata
Banerjee and signals an un-
precedented challenge to
her authority over the
party's legislative wing. Ac-
cording to the rebel camp,
the Assembly Speaker ac-

cepted its claim to represent
the legislature party after
receiving support from a
majority of TMC legislators.

Addressing reporters,
Ritabrata Banerjee said his
group currently consists of
58 MLAs elected on the
TMC symbol and claimed
that two more legislators are
likely to join them soon. He
asserted that, under parlia-
mentary norms, the rebel
faction now constitutes the
"real and main opposition"
in the Assembly. Banerjee
announced that MLAs
Javed Khan, Sandeepan

Ritabrata Banerjee Recognised AAs LoP

Saha, Sabina Yasmin and
Shiuli Saha would serve as
deputy leaders of the legis-
lature party. He also said the
group would oppose state
government policies it con-
siders incorrect but would
not engage in opposition
merely for political pur-
poses. Despite the confron-
tation, the expelled leader
struck a conciliatory note,
urging Mamata Banerjee to
assume the role of chief ad-
viser to the legislature party.
He also accused the party
leadership of failing to fol-
low proper procedures

-~
while electing the previous
Leader of the Opposition.

The rebellion reached a
decisive stage on Wednes-
day when the 58 dissident
MLAs formally conveyed
their support for Ritabrata
Banerjee to the Assembly
Speaker. The political up-
heaval comes on the same
day that the TMC dis-
solved all its organisational
committees and frontal
organisations across West
Bengal, announcing a com-
prehensive review of the
party's structure and per-
formance.
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How Great Nicobar Can Turn Into India's

rmuz-lee Strategic Bet Against China

New Delhi: Great Nicobar
Island, the southernmost
point of India, which is
closer to the coasts of Thai-
land, Malaysia and Indone-
sia than to mainland India,
is set to witness one of New
Delhi's biggest and most
strategic developments in
decades. The Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi govern-
ment has given the green
light to the US $9 billion
Great Nicobar project,
which will transform the
Andaman and Nicobar ar-
chipelago into a strategic
maritime and economic hub.
Spread across 166 square
kilometres, the project in-
cludes construction of a
transhipment port, a civil-
ian-military airport, a power
plant, tourism infrastructure
and a township for 350,000
people on the island. It is
slated for completion over
three decades, with its first
phase due by 2028. Cur-

rently, India's ports lack
deep-water berths for large
ships. Because of this, car-
goes are routed through
Colombo and Singapore,
resulting in substantial rev-
enue losses for India. When
completed, the hub's 14.2
million TEU (Twenty-Foot
Equivalent Unit) Interna-
tional Container Tranship-
ment Terminal will not only
reduce India's reliance on
other transhipment hubs
but also strengthen the
country's ability to monitor
acritical maritime corridor in
the Indian Ocean, giving
New Delhi a stronger stra-
tegic foothold near the
Strait of Malacca.

China's '"Malacca' Prob-
lem

The Strait of Malacca is
the main maritime
chokepoint connecting the
Indian Ocean to the Pacific
through the South China
Sea. It is one of the world's

most vital shipping lanes,
accommodating around 25
per cent of global maritime
trade and nearly 30 per cent
of all global petroleum
flows. Because it is the
shortest and most cost-ef-
fective sea route for energy
and manufactured goods,
roughly two-thirds of its
maritime commerce and
close to 70-80 per cent of
its oil imports transit
through the strait, accord-
ing to recent data. Beijing
has long tried to shed this
heavy reliance on a single,
vulnerable artery by devel-
oping routes through more
southern Lombok and the
Sunda Straits to bypass the
Malacca Strait, but these
deviations add 1,800 km and
3,000 km, respectively, to
the journey, adding to both
the cost and time of critical
imports like crude and gas
into China. Over the past
two decades, China has
also tried to develop alter-
native trade and pipeline
corridors, such as the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor and routes in
Myanmar, to bypass the
Malacca Strait, which still
remains its main energy
route. But the US-Iran war
and the subsequent eco-
nomic weaponisation of the
shipping traffic and energy
exports across the Strait of

Hormuz have increased the
importance of Malacca as a
potential chokepoint in the
case of any future conflict
in South Asia. China's anxi-
eties stem from the geogra-
phy of Great Nicobar, which
makes it potentially a valu-
able sentry for India, watch-
ing over the Strait of Mal-
acca.

India's Strategic Bet

The Indian government,
in recent months, has in-
creasingly acknowledged
the strategic value of the
Great Nicobar Island. In a
May release, the govern-
ment said the Great Nicobar
project "is a strategic
project which aims to
strengthen India's presence
in the Andaman Sea and
Southeast Asia." The gov-
ernment described the
project as a maritime and
economic hub close to the
East-West shipping route
and a key to the country's
defence and national secu-
rity objectives. "The project
is designed to enhance
India's national security,
strategic and defence pres-
ence, strengthen the is-
lands' economic position,
and accelerate holistic de-
velopment in the region," it
added. Defence and diplo-
macy analysts also believe
the maritime development
on the island has a strate-

gic value because it is situ-
ated right at the mouth of
the Malacca. "It is a great
place to monitor all the traf-
fic coming in and out of the
strait," Shekhar Sinha, a
former vice chief of the In-
dian Navy, told Al Jazeera.
"It would give India an
edge in maritime domain
awareness," he added, re-
ferring to New Delhi's abil-
ity to track and monitor ac-
tivity at sea. Sanjay lyer, a
former brigadier in the In-
dian army and a military dip-
lomat, also said the Great
Nicobar project is probably
one of the more consequen-
tial strategic bets India has
made in recent decades. "It
gives India a persistent
presence in the eastern In-
dian Ocean rather than the
occasional visit, better
awareness of what's mov-
ing through the region, and
a degree of leverage that
didn't exist before," he said
while talking to South
China Morning Post. Iyer
noted that New Delhi isn't
going to blockade the Mal-
acca Strait in peacetime.
"Nobody seriously expects
that. But the infrastructure
on Great Nicobar improves
India's ability to monitor
[China's] PLA Navy move-
ments between the western
Pacific and the Indian
Ocean," he added. To avoid

the scrutiny, if Chinese ves-
sels sail via alternative
routes along the Sunda
Strait or Lombok Strait in
Indonesia, it would add sig-
nificant distance and cost
for Beijing. Iyer noted that
the Great Nicobar pre-
sented a maritime barrier
that India could impose on
China. "That shifts the cal-
culus in any future stand-
off, even if neither side ever
fires a shot."

India's Maritime Ben-
efits

AFP Apart from giving a
strategic edge over China,
the Great Nicobar project
will also reduce India's reli-
ance on the deep-sea ports
of neighbouring nations. At
the project's core is the con-
struction of the Interna-
tional Container Tranship-
ment Port at Galathea Bay.
For India, which has long
trans-shipped a sizeable
share of its containers
through foreign ports, a
deep-water port able to re-
ceive the largest container
vessels changes the unit
economics of trade. There-
fore, a single mainline call
can replace several feeder
movements through Co-
lombo or Singapore, keep-
ing handling fees, insur-
ance margins and ancillary
services within the domes-
tic economy rather than ex-

porting them. Around 95
per cent of India's interna-
tional trade by volume is
transited via sea. It is sup-
ported by a vast network of
12 major ports and 200 mi-
nor and intermediate ports
across the country's
7,516km (4,670 miles) coast-
line. According to analysts,
India has been under-
utilising its potential in the
Indian Ocean, which is a
vital artery for commerce
and energy supplies con-
necting Europe, Asia and
Africa. In contrast, experts
pointed out that China has
been building a network of
overseas commercial and
military infrastructure, en-
ergy pipelines, and naval
facilities in Sri Lanka and
Pakistan to gain greater ac-
cess to the Indian Ocean.
But now, "India wants to
reduce its logistical depen-
dence on foreign tranship-
ment hubs such as Co-
lombo, Singapore, and Port
Klang," Uday Chandra, a
professor at Ashoka Uni-
versity, told the South
China Morning Post. "It is
India's attempt to convert
its inherited colonial geog-
raphy into maritime leverage
in the 21st century. A sig-
nificant proportion of cargo
business on the east-west
corridor can be captured by
India directly without de-

pending wholly on foreign
maritime hubs," he added.
Chandra noted that the
Great Nicobar pushes India
to think like a maritime or an
island power. "The
Andaman and Nicobar
chain is where contempo-
rary India blends into South-
east Asia," Chandra said,
adding that the project
could mark "the rise of ar-
chipelagic India", enabling
it to form "strategic hinges"
between the Indian Ocean
and the Pacific Ocean for
surveillance, logistics, and
deterrence.

The Ecological Dilemma

Despite the strategic ad-
vantages, critics, including
natives, have warned that
its development on the is-
land could come at a steep
ecological cost. Situated
at the far south of the
Nicobar Islands, the Great
Nicobar is home to a few
hundred Shompens -- a
seminomadic hunter-gath-
erer tribe living in dense
forest interiors -- and a
few thousand fishing-de-
pendent communities
who survive on the
island's ecosystem. How-
ever, a government-ap-
pointed environmental
panel has approved the
project and rejected peti-
tions citing ecological con-
cerns.

Indian Man, 33, Charged In US Crash
That Killed His Pregnant Teen Partner

Washington: The mother
of a pregnant teenager,
who, along with her unborn
child, was killed in a Range
Rover Velar crash in Ohio,
United States, has said she
wants the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE)
to deport the Indian man
charged over the incident.
Annette Holmes said she
does not want 33-year-old
Tarsem Singh to remain in
the country. According to
the victims' family, Singh, an
Indian national living in the
US illegally, was the father
of 17-year-old Ashlee
Holmes' unborn child. Rela-

tives told Newsweek that
Ashlee tried to leave the
relationship several times
but was not successful.
"Nobody should ever de-
serve to die while pregnant
with their first kid," Annette
Holmes, 40, told Newsweek.
"I'm OK with him being
kicked out of the country
permanently. We came to
find out he came here ille-
gally at first. They can send
him wherever he is best off
because I don't want him in
the States no more," she
added.

How Ashlee Holmes Was
Killed

According to the police,
Ashlee was a passenger in
a Range Rover Velar when
the vehicle crashed on Feb-
ruary 16. Authorities said
the accident occurred after
Singh failed to stop for law
enforcement and led depu-
ties on a high-speed chase
that reached speeds of
about 100 miles per hour
before ending in a collision.
Citing the Ohio State High-
way Patrol's crash report,
Newsweek reported that the
Range Rover was initially
clocked at 79 mph in a 55
mph zone before accelerat-
ing to more than 120 mph

during a pursuit. The ve-
hicle failed to negotiate a
curve, crossed left of cen-
tre, and struck a Jeep before
overturning several times.
Ashlee was ejected from the
car after it crashed. She suf-
fered fatal injuries, and her
unborn child also did not
survive, according to the
Ohio State Highway Patrol's
crash report. ICE has, mean-
while, lodged a detainer
against Singh, 33. He has
been indicted on multiple
felony charges, including in-
voluntary manslaughter,
reckless homicide and aggra-
vated vehicular homicide.
Under federal law, Singh --
who has a $1 million bond --
is presumed innocent unless
proven guilty in court. Ac-
cording to the Department of
Homeland Security, Singh en-
tered the country illegally in
February 2017 through the
southern border in California
and was arrested before a
judge ordered his release on
bond. Under the ICE detainer,
Singh is set to remain in cus-
tody and could face depor-
tation proceedings follow-
ing the outcome of the crimi-
nal case. A jury trial is set
for August 17-21.

Loud Message To Trump': US House
Passes Resolutlon To End Iran War

"The US House of Repre-
sentatives passed a resolu-
tion Wednesday ordering the
withdrawal of American
troops from the Iran war -- a
largely symbolic move that
nonetheless delivers a politi-
cal blow to President Donald
Trump. Four members of
Trump's majority Republi-
cans joined Democrats in
backing the measure, which
passed 215-208 and heads to
the Senate, but would ulti-
mately face a presidential
veto. "This is a loud and un-
ambiguous message to

Donald Trump on behalf of
the American people: it's time
to end his deeply unpopular
and illegal war of choice in
Iran," the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee Democrats
posted on X. The move
marked the first time the Re-
publican-controlled House
had approved a measure
seeking to force Trump to
wind down military opera-
tions against Tehran since
the war began three months
ago. Democrats see the vote
as a potential turning point
in their effort to reassert

Congress's constitutional
role in decisions of war and
peace. A similar resolution
passed a key procedural
stage in the Senate at the end
of May, and adoption by the
upper house, which is also
narrowly controlled by Re-
publicans, could take place
as early as this week. Repub-
lican leaders, however, may
try to block final passage.
The Trump administration
insists that the war against
Iran is already over, despite
ongoing exchanges of fire
between the two sides' forces
and little sign of real progress
in peace negotiations.

War powers

Democrats accuse Trump
of violating the Constitution
by launching strikes on Iran
alongside Israel in late Feb-
ruary without congressional
authorization. Under the War
Powers Act, presidents have
60 days to obtain congres-
sional approval after intro-

ducing US forces into hos-
tilities. That deadline passed
weeks ago, and Democrats
say Trump is now breaking
the law.

The White House dis-
putes that interpretation, ar-
guing that the clock was
paused by an April
ceasefire. But Trump has re-
peatedly threatened to re-
sume strikes and tensions
have escalated this week.
Overnight, the US said it shot
down Iranian drones and
carried out a strike on an Ira-
nian ground control station,
while Tehran's forces
launched drones and mis-
siles at several Gulf neigh-
bors. Republicans backing
Trump argued the resolution
would weaken the US while
Iran remains vulnerable, but
their frustration has become
increasingly visible, as the
political burden is growing
ahead of November's mid-
term elections.

Ball Of Fire, Roof Collapse: Video Shows
Moment Drone Hit Kuwait Airport

Al Asimah Governate:
Kuwait has released surveil-
lance footage showing the
moment when an Iranian
drone struck Terminal 1 at
Kuwait International Air-
port. One person, an Indian
national, was killed in the
attack that also injured doz-
ens of others and caused
significant damage to
Kuwait's aviation infrastruc-
ture. Iran's Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
has denied targeting the
Kuwait airport, claiming that
damage was caused by a
malfunctioning US-made
Patriot missile that fell after
failing to intercept Iranian
missiles. The footage of the
strike has been published
by Kuwait's General Direc-
torate of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on X, showing the
first moments of a deadly
attack and the aftermath of
what authorities called a
"brutal Iranian aggression".
The clip shows part of the
terminal's roof collapsing
after the projectile hits the
building. "The first mo-
ments of the brutal Iranian
aggression via drones,
which Terminal 1 (T1) of
Kuwait International Air-
port was subjected to on 3
June 2026, causing loss of
life, severe human injuries,

and extensive material dam-
age," the post accompany-
ing the video read. "The
first moments following the
brutal Iranian drone attack
on Terminal 1 (T1) at Kuwait
International Airport on 3
June 2026, which resulted in
loss of life, serious injuries,
and extensive material dam-
age."

The Attack

Iranian drones heavily
damaged a passenger termi-
nal at Kuwait's main airport
on Wednesday, killing one
person, wounding at least
63 other people, and briefly
closing the airfield. It was
the latest in back-and-forth
attacks by Iran and the US

that tested a fragile
ceasefire. India's foreign
ministry confirmed that
one of its nationals was
killed and several others
were wounded in the air-
port strike. The Indian
Embassy in Kuwait has
said that the mission was
"closely coordinating"
with Kuwaiti authorities
to render all possible
support and assistance
to the bereaved family in
India and those who were
injured in the attack. The
strike reinforced the risks
to residents and travel-
lers in Gulf countries that
had considered them-
selves relative havens

EDIT: @ KUWAIT_DGCAON X

before the US-Israeli war
with Iran. Kuwait's mili-
tary condemned the strike
as an act of "criminal Ira-
nian aggression". At the
same time, Iran's Revolu-
tionary Guards accused
US forces of provoking a
response by targeting a
tanker and a communica-
tions tower on the
country's Qeshm Island.
The attacks constitute
one of the more severe
tests yet of a fragile April
8 ceasefire that paused
more than a month of war
sparked by the US-Israeli
bombing of Iran and has
largely held despite spo-
radic exchanges of fire.

Adam Hamawy, US Doctor Who Served
In Gaza Is On Path To US Congress

Washington: Adam
Hamawy, a United States
Army veteran and plastic
surgeon, has won a
crowded Democratic pri-
mary for an open seat in the
House of Representatives.
He is also a conflict-zone
medical worker with exten-
sive experience in Gaza.
Hamawy's victory secures
him the Democratic nomina-
tion for New Jersey's 12th
Congressional District. The
Egypt-born doctor is now
most likely the Democratic
nominee for the November
election, where he will face
Republican Gregg Mele. If
elected, he will become the
only member of Congress
with firsthand experience of
Israel's war on Gaza.

Who IsAdam Hamawy?

Adam Hamawy, 56, lives
in South Brunswick and

runs a plastic surgery prac-
tice in Princeton. He also
served as a first responder
at the World Trade Center
after the 9/11 attacks. His
campaign is strongly pro-
gressive, supporting poli-
cies such as “Medicare for
All,” abolishing Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) and dismantling the
Department of Homeland
Security. The army veteran
was part of the medical mis-
sion to the Palestinian en-
clave in 2024. When

Hamawy travelled to Wash-
ington, DC, to share his ex-
perience with lawmakers, he
got mixed responses. While
some were supportive of his
claims, others were privately
critical or unwilling to meet
him, according to Al Jazeera.
Hamawy added that the ex-
perience motivated him to
run for Congress to address
the issue directly. The US
Congress plays a major role
in aspects such as approv-
ing military aid to Israel. It
also has the power to pass
laws that could block arms
transfers. Several high-pro-
file endorsements have sup-
ported Hamawy's rise. This
includes Senator Tammy
Duckworth. She credits
Hamawy with helping save
her life after her helicopter
was shot down in Iraq in
2004. Duckworth also sup-

ported him when Israel
briefly blocked his Gaza
medical mission from leav-
ing in 2024. Hamawy also
received a key endorsement
from Senator Bernie Sanders
in May. In the final days of
the primary, Hamawy faced
scrutiny over past ties to Omar
Abdel-Rahman, a convicted
New Jersey Muslim leader
linked to 1995 attacks on the
US. Hamawy has never been
accused of criminal wrongdo-
ing. As a plastic surgeon, he
specialises in both aesthetic
and reconstructive procedures,
according to his website.
Hamawy trained at UT South-
western Medical Center and
Weill Cornell School of Medi-
cine. He completed his under-
graduate studies in 1991 at
Rutgers University in New
Brunswick, New Jersey, earn-
ing a Bachelor of Arts degree.
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PM Narendra Modi meets Citi CEO Jane Fraser; discusses
investment, Al and green energy opportunities in India

DEFRO0
%8, 12, 2026

Vedanta hreaks silence on ED search; here's what the
company said about nenaltles and 0Ilﬂl‘alIOIIS

companied by K

New Delhi, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi held dis-
cussions with Jane Fraser,
Chair and Chief Executive
Officer of Citi, on India's
growth trajectory and op-
portunities to deepen the
global financial institution's
engagement with the coun-
try. According to an official
statement issued by Citi on
Thursday, during the meet-
ing, Fraser reaftirmed Citi's
commitment to supporting
India's economic develop-
ment and highlighted the
firm's continued confidence
in the country's growth
story. "Citi Chair and CEO
Jane Fraser yesterday at-
tended a meeting with In-
dian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, where they
discussed India's economic
growth and investment
landscape, and opportuni-
ties for Citi to continue sup-
porting the country's key
growth priorities," the
statement read.

Focus on global invest-
ment, Al and alternative
energy

The discussions focused
on attracting greater global
investment into India, sup-
porting Indian companies in
expanding overseas, and
exploring opportunities in
emerging sectors such as
artificial intelligence (AI)
and renewable energy.
"Discussions covered at-
tracting global investment
into India, championing In-
dian companies abroad and
exploring opportunities in
alternative energy and arti-
ficial intelligence," the
statement said.

Viksit Bharat 2047 vi-
sion in focus

Prime Minister Modi
shared his vision for accel-
erating economic growth
and achieving the goal of
Viksit Bharat 2047. Both
sides discussed ways in
which Citi could contribute
to India's economic agenda

by facilitating capital flows,
strengthening investor par-
ticipation, and helping In-
dian businesses access glo-
bal markets.

Discussions on clean en-
ergy and Al regulation

The meeting also ex-
plored opportunities in al-
ternative energy, including
solar power and green hy-
drogen, as India continues
to expand its clean energy
infrastructure. Discussions
on Al covered regulatory
frameworks as well as the
potential for technology-
driven innovation to sup-
port economic growth and
development. "The conver-
sations also covered Al, in-
cluding the role of regula-
tion and areas where tech-
nology can be leveraged to
support economic growth,"
the statement said.

Citi reaffirms long-term
commitment to India

According to the official
statement, Fraser was ac-

Balasubramanian, India
CEO and Banking Head,
and Indian Subcontinent
Sub-Cluster Head at Citi.
The executives emphasised
Citi's longstanding pres-
ence in India and reiterated
the firm's commitment to
supporting clients and the
broader economy. Citi is set
to complete 125 years of
operations in India in 2027.
The engagement comes
amid growing international
interest in India's economy
and reflects the confidence
of global financial institu-
tions in the country's ongo-
ing reform initiatives and
expanding investment
opportunities.Citi India
conference underway in
Mumbai Meanwhile, Citi is
hosting more than 1,500 cli-
ents and investors at the
Citi India Conference in
Mumbai from June 3 to
June 5, 2026. The confer-
ence aims to showcase
India's investment potential
and strengthen dialogue
between global investors
and Indian businesses, fur-
ther positioning the coun-
try as a key destination for
international capital. "As
the country's leading inter-
national bank, Citi is host-
ing over 1,500 clients and
investors at its Citi India
Conference in Mumbai,
June 3-5,2026. The platform
aims to raise the India dia-
logue and spotlight invest-
ment opportunities for glo-
bal capital,”" the statement
concluded.

Maruti Suzuki dehuts its
first E100 fiex-fuel car

New Delhi, Maruti Suzuki
debuts its first E100 flex-fuel
car: Maruti Suzuki debuts its
first ethanol-blended fuel
mobile passenger vehicle
on the upcoming occasion
of World Environment Day.
The premier automobile
manufacturer shows green
light to its E-20 and E-100
versions of FRONX and
WagonR. The launch event
is attended by the Union
Minister for Road Transport
and Highways, Nitin
Gadkari and the Union Min-
ister for Petroleum and
Natural Gas, Hardeep Singh
Puri.

What is special in Maruti
Suzuki's ethanol-blended
fuel mobile passenger ve-
hicle?

The vehicle will support
ethanol blends ranging from
E20 to E85, which includes
pure ethanol. The constitu-
ents of E100 Fuel consist of
93.5 per cent ethanol, 5 per
cent petroleum, with 1.5 per
cent detergents and sol-
vents. The government has
been promoting blending of
ethanol in petrol under the
Ethanol Blended Petrol
(EBP) Programme, wherein
Public Sector Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) sell
ethanol blended with petrol.
During the ongoing ESY
2024-25, OMCs have
achieved an average etha-
nol blending of 19.05 per
cent as on July 31,2025. In
the month of July 2025,
Ethanol blending of 19.93
per cent has been achieved.

What are flex-fuel ve-
hicles and ethanol blends?

A flex-fuel vehicle is an
alternative solution for go-
ing green, as they reduce
carbon emissions. Ethanol
is a key element that makes
less emissions than petrol
and other fuels. Flex-fuel
vehicles are capable of func-
tioning on these ethanol
blends, which makes it a
better and more conserva-
tive option for transporta-
tion. Under the Ethanol
Blended Petrol (EBP)
Programme, various blends
have been introduced re-
cently, for example, blends
like E85 that contain up to
85 per cent ethanol and 15
per cent gasoline.

Impact on automobile in-
dustry

Recently, Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari attended the
launch of Hero MotoCorp's
first flex fuel bike on June 3,
which is also stated to be
compatible with E85 and
other potential ethanol
blends. On his official X
handle, Nitin Gadkari
claimed India is the largest
2-wheeler market and
stated that flex fuel technol-
ogy can reduce carbon
monoxide emissions by 77
per cent, lower dependence
and enable foreign ex-
change savings of 1.44 lakh
crore. As per Gadkari, this
initiative will firm rural en-
ergy security and will cre-
ate a market demand for
biofuels, hoping for a
boost for both the rural and
automobile economy in

India.Hero MotoCorp
launched two flex-fuel mo-
torcycles: Splendor+ and
HF Deluxe, both of them
being one of the most prof-
itable and best-selling mo-
torbikes.

Ethanol blending, an up-
coming reality?

Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, at the launch
event of Maruti Suzuki's
new flex-fuel vehicles, ad-
dressed the necessity of
flex-fuel vehicles. The min-
ister welcomed the useful-
ness of FFVs in the near
future, hoping to strengthen
India's energy security.
India's push in ethanol
blending has led to a 20%
increase in the previous
year. In 2025, 5 years ahead
of the original target set for
203. This achievement is
claimed as a result of the

government's ethanol
blending programme, which
is amajor promoter of etha-
nol blending in the indus-
try.

Major addressals

While addressing the
event, Union Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri stated
that India imports 70 per
cent of the crude oil and 90
per cent of its natural gas
for various domestic
trade and production. He
assures consumers and
residents that despite a
tense conflict in the
Middle East, there is no
shortage of fuel in the
country. According to
him, supply of crude oil,
LPG and LNG will not be
disturbed. Earlier, for relief,
government reduced excise
duty /tax on petrol and die-
sel by Rs 10 per litre.

New Delhi, Vedanta
Share Price: Vedanta Ltd
on Thursday said a search
operation conducted by the
Directorate of Enforcement
(ED) under the Foreign Ex-
change Management Act
(FEMA), 1999, has con-
cluded without any penalty,
restriction or sanction be-
ing imposed on the
company.The clarification
came through a regulatory
filing to stock exchanges
after the mining and metals
major underwent searches
at its premises between
June 1 and June 3. Accord-
ing to the company, the
search operation com-
menced at 12:15 pm on June
1 and concluded at 9:55 pm
on June 3. The action was
undertaken by the Enforce-
ment Directorate as part of
an investigation under
FEMA.

Company says it fully co-
operated

In its exchange filing,
Vedanta said its officers ex-
tended full cooperation to
the investigating agency
throughout the course of
the search operation. The
company stated that it pro-
vided all information, docu-
ments and clarifications
sought by the authorities
during the exercise. Vedanta
further clarified that no ad-
verse action has been taken
against the company fol-
lowing the completion of the

search. "There is no pen-
alty, restriction, or sanction
imposed on the company
pursuant to the search op-
eration," the company said.
No impact on operations
or finances
Seeking to reassure in-
vestors, Vedanta said the
regulatory action has not
affected any aspect of its
business. The company
stated that there is no im-
pact on its financial posi-
tion, operational perfor-
mance or any other activi-
ties arising from the search.
The clarification is likely to
ease concerns that had
emerged in the market fol-
lowing reports that the ED
was examining certain
transactions linked to roy-
alty payments made by
Vedanta Ltd to its parent
company, Vedanta Re-
sources. Earlier, a spokes-
person for the Vedanta
Group had said the com-
pany was extending full co-
operation to authorities and
was providing all informa-
tion sought during the
course of the investigation.
Shares end lower
Vedanta shares remained
under pressure on Thurs-
day despite the company's
statement. The stock settled
at Rs 327.50 on the NSE,
down 0.21 per cent from the
previous close. The counter
has witnessed heightened
volatility over the last few

sessions after reports of the
ED searches surfaced. Ear-
lier this week, the stock had
fallen sharply from its
intraday high as investors
assessed the possible impli-
cations of the regulatory
action.

Demerger plans remain
in focus

With the company now
confirming that the search
has concluded without any
penalty or operational im-
pact, investor attention is
expected to shift back to
Vedanta's ongoing
demerger plans. The Anil
Agarwal-led group is in the
process of splitting its busi-
nesses into separate listed
entities covering aluminium,
oil and gas, power, iron ore
and other segments. Last
month, Vedanta Group
Chairman Anil Agarwal had
indicated that the demerged
businesses are expected to
begin trading indepen-
dently by the end of June.

Recent credit rating up-
grade

The clarification also
comes shortly after a posi-
tive development on the
credit front. Last week, rat-
ing agency ICRA upgraded
the long-term ratings of key
Vedanta group entities to
AA+, the highest domes-
tic credit rating received by
the group in more than a
decade. Securities carrying
an AA+ rating are consid-
ered to have very low credit
risk, reflecting stronger fi-
nancial metrics and im-
proved credit quality.

Strong long-term re-
turns

Despite the recent cor-
rection, Vedanta remains
one of the better-perform-
ing large-cap metal stocks
over the longer term. The
stock has gained more
than 21 per cent over the
past month, nearly 65 per
cent in the last six months
and over 102 per cent dur-
ing the past year. Over a
five-year period, shares of
the company have surged
more than 216 per cent.

Rs 1.25 Lakh Crore Defence Boost! Rajnath Singh enhances
financial powers; Navy to mduct 5 new warshtps

New Delhi, Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday approved a sig-
nificant enhancement in
the financial powers of the
armed forces, a move aimed
at strengthening opera-
tional  preparedness,
speeding up procurement
and boosting indigenous
defence manufacturing.
The revised Delegation of
Financial Powers for the
Defence Services, includ-
ing medical and works
projects, increases several
financial limits by up to
100 per cent, with some
categories seeing an even
higher enhancement. Ac-
cording to the Defence
Ministry, the revised frame-
work will enable faster
conclusion of contracts
and execution of projects
by giving greater au-
tonomy to field command-
ers. The government said
the enhanced delegation
would facilitate procure-
ment worth more than Rs
1.25 lakh crore through
the revenue route based on
the current year's budget-
ary allocations.

Push for Aatmanirbhar
Bharat and faster procure-
ment

The financial powers
delegated for
indigenisation and re-
search and development
within the military ecosys-
tem have also been
doubled. The move is aimed
at strengthening the
government's
Aatmanirbhar Bharat ini-
tiative in the defence sec-
tor by reducing depen-
dence on foreign original
equipment manufacturers.

Special financial powers
available to Army, Navy
and Air Force commanders
for urgent operational re-
quirements have been in-
creased substantially. The
total ceiling for such emer-
gency purchases has also
been doubled. The revised
norms also introduce new
provisions to encourage
Jjoint procurement by the
three services through a
lead service model. Under
the new system, the lead
service will have higher
delegated powers than
those available under nor-
mal procurement proce-
dures. The Defence Minis-
try said several new com-
petent financial authori-
ties have also been created
to decentralise the pro-
curement of goods and ser-
vices across the armed
forces.

Revision after five years

The financial powers
were last revised in 2021.
The latest revision was
considered necessary due
to the expansion in force
levels and rising expendi-

ture on operations and sus-
tenance, along with higher
budgetary allocations. The
ministry said the revised
delegation, coupled with
the updated Defence Pro-
curement Manual notified
in October 2025, is ex-
pected to accelerate deci-
sion-making and ensure
timely availability of criti-
cal resources for the armed
forces.

Five new warships to join
Indian Navy

Meanwhile, government-
owned defence shipbuild-
ing companies are also
likely to remain in focus as
the Indian Navy is expected
to induct five new warships
over the next two months.
The five vessels, built at an
estimated cost of around Rs
15,000 crore, have been
constructed by three state-
run shipyards -- Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Limited,
Garden Reach Shipbuilders
& Engineers and Cochin
Shipyard Limited. Accord-
ing to reports, Mazagon
Dock has built the
'Mahendragiri', an Alpha-

class warship, while
Garden Reach Ship-
builders has constructed
three vessels, including
a shallow water craft, a
survey vessel and a frig-
ate. Cochin Shipyard has
built one vessel that is
also expected to join the
Navy fleet. The induction
of all five ships within a
short span would mark
one of the biggest addi-
tions to the Indian
Navy's fleet in recent
years and is being seen
as a positive develop-
ment for the country's
indigenous defence
manufacturing ecosys-
tem.

Defence manufactur-
ing ecosystem in focus

Market participants
believe the latest policy
measures and the upcom-
ing induction of new
naval assets underline
the government's contin-
ued focus on strengthen-
ing domestic defence capa-
bilities and improving the
operational readiness of the
armed forces.

HDFC AMC stops fresh investments in
Gold & Sllver Fund; should investors be worried?

New Delhi, HDFC Asset
Management Company
(AMC) has stopped accept-
ing fresh investments in its

Gold & Silver Fund, putting
a temporary brake on new
money flowing into the
commodity-focused

scheme even as ex1st1ng in-
vestors continue to remain
invested. The move applies
to both fresh lump-sum in-
vestments and new SIP reg-
istrations. However, inves-
tors who have already en-
rolled for SIPs can continue
their contributions as
scheduled. The affected
scheme manages assets
worth about Rs 1,250 crore,
making it a relatively small
fund within HDFC AMC's
overall asset base of nearly
Rs 6.8 lakh crore.

Fresh inflows paused

The fund, which offers
exposure to both gold and
silver, was earlier open to all
categories of investors.
With the latest decision, no
new subscriptions will be
accepted until further no-
tice.

While the fund house has
not publicly detailed the
reasons behind the move,
industry participants be-
lieve it could be linked to
portfolio management con-
siderations amid height-

ened olatility in precmus
metals. The scheme main-
tains a roughly equal allo-
cation between gold and
silver-related investments,
making it more sensitive to
fluctuations in commodity
prices than conventional
mutual funds.

Existing investors can
stay invested

Importantly, the restric-
tion does not affect exist-
ing unitholders. Investors
who already hold units in
the scheme can continue

with their investments,
while previously regis-
tered SIPs will remain ac-
tive. Redemption and
withdrawal facilities are
also expected to continue
as normal. Such restric-
tions are not unusual in
the mutual fund industry
and are often used by
fund houses to manage
fund size, liquidity, port-
folio construction or
t r ac k in g
efficiency.Commodity
funds gain popularity

The development comes
at a time when commodity-
linked investment products
have attracted increasing
investor interest. Gold
funds have benefited from
rising demand for safe-ha-
ven assets, while silver has
emerged as a preferred play
on industrial growth and
clean-energy themes. How-
ever, silver prices tend to
witness sharper swings
than gold, making portfolio
management more challeng-

ing.
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Four Actresses for Mega 158:

What Is B
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Megastar Chiranjeevi is re-
uniting with director Bobby af-
ter they successfully delivered
ablockbuster Waltair Veerayya.
The film is creating quite some
hype with the speculations sur-
rounding the project. The lat-
est reports about the multiple

heroines being a part of the film
is sending a lot of curiosity sig-

Iha.

-

nals among the fans. The lat-
est buzz about Kannada ac-
tress being a part of the film is
trending across the internet.
Already, Priyamani and
Anaswara Rajan are a part of
the film. The reports say that
Anaswara will be seen as
Chiranjeevi’s daughter in the
film but there is no clarity on

the role that Priyamani will es-
say. Additionally, Nivetha
Pethuraj is said to be a part of
the film. However now, Coolie
fame Rachita Ram comes on
board and she will play a cru-
cial role in the film. Earlier,
Honey Rose is said to be con-
sidered to play an important
character in the film. While she

bby Planning?
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initially showed interest but
later backed out of the film, say
the sources. With multiple fe-
male characters in the film, there
is growing buzz about the film’s
plotline. Venkat K Narayan and
Lokesh are bankrolling the film
under the KVN Productions
banner. More details about the
film will be out soon.

Nag Ashwin believes his
production venture Sing
Geetham is not just another film,
but a rare creation that audi-
ences will cherish for years to
come. Backed by prestigious
banners Vyjayanthi Movies
and Swapna Cinema, the film
marks the most ambitious
project of legendary filmmaker
Singeetham Srinivasa Rao.

Speaking about the film, Nag
Ashwin revealed that the idea
had been with Singeetham for
decades. In fact, the director
had narrated the story to Kamal
Haasan even before Pushpaka
Vimana was made. However,
various commitments pre-
vented the project from materi-
alizing until now. Nag Ashwin
said that the timeless quality
seen in classics like Pushpaka
Vimana, Aditya 369, and
Bhairava Dweepam is also
present in Sing Geetham.
Though conceived many years
ago, the story feels remarkably
contemporary and relevant to
today’s audiences. Calling the
project an unforgettable jour-

ney, Nag Ashwin said working
alongside the 94-year-old leg-
end for nearly two years was a
privilege beyond words. He
believes Sing Geetham is not a

film audiences will forget after
a week. “We made this movie
with the intention of creating
something that audiences
would remember even a decade

later,” he said. The producer
explained that casting new-
comers was entirely
Singeetham’s decision. “This
story unfolds in a very
unique world. If established
stars were cast, their screen
image could influence the
audience’s perception. With
new faces, viewers can im-
merse themselves more natu-
rally in the world of the film.”

Set in the fictional land of
Kuberapuram, the story re-
volves around mysterious
gold mines. “It is a fictional
tale set in a place called
Kuberapuram, where gold
mines play an important role.
The connection between the
town and the mines is pre-
sented in Singeetham’s
trademark style, filled with
humor and humanity,” he ex-
plained. Nag Ashwin also
confirmed that work on Kalki
2 is progressing. “We are
planning to begin continuous
shooting from next month
and complete the film at a
rapid pace,” he said.

Balan Telugu Trailer: Worst Dubbing Expe

= — =

Officigl
Traile

Director Chindambaram,
who previously made
Manjummel Boys, is set to
release a new film titled
Balan The Boy. The makers
released the original trailer
vesterday, and it is receiv-
ing a positive reception
from movie buffs.

The team also dropped a

Telugu trailer, which
affected the viewing
experience. The dubbing in
the trailer looks very
artificial, and many movie
lovers are questioning
whether Al was used for the
dubbing, calling it quite
disappointing.

The trailer didn't reveal
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much but showed the life of
a kid, along with his
mother, who suffers a
traumatic incident. The
story details are kept under
wraps, but the makers tried
to deliver the eerie feeling
to the audience. In the
process, what should have
been taken care has given

rience Ever?

least importance.

1t is true that the Telugu
audiences give equal
attention to the dubbed
films, and we have success-
ful examples like Premalu
becoming a hit in Telugu.

However, it has become
a trend these days to
take the audience for
granted by dumping the
artificial voices in the
trailers. The distribution
network must get the fact
right that the audiences
need to be given a
proper watching experi-
ence and not make them
stay away from the film.

The music is tuned by
Sushin Shyam while Vivek
Harshan and Shyju Khalid
handled the editing and
cinematography. Venkat K
Narayana is producing
the film under his KVN
Productions banner. The
film is hitting the screens
on June 19th.

Harsh Roshan stars In
youthtul story Tella Kagitam

Young actor Harsh Roshan,
who impressed audiences with
his performances in films such
as “Court” and “Band Melam,”
is continuing to build his ca-
reer with youth-centric stories.
Despite the underwhelming
box-office performance of
“Band Melam,” the actor re-
mains a choice for romantic dra-

a |

mas. His latest project is “Tella
Kagitam,” a youthful love story
featuring Nakshatra as the fe-
male lead. Produced by Krishna
Kommalapati under the
Arunachala Creations banner,
the film marks the directorial
debut of Ramesh Bandreddi.
The makers recently unveiled
the first-look poster, which

1

showcases the lead pair and
hints at a heartwarming roman-
tic tale. Adding to the film’s ap-
peal, Vijay Bulganin is compos-
ing the music, while noted cin-
ematographer K.V. Guhan is
handling the visuals. “Tella
Kagitam” aims to connect with
the youth audience through its
romantic narrative.

More glam than gags: Mrunal Thakur,
Pooja Hegde steal the spotlight

“Hai Jawani Toh Ishq Hona
Hai”, starring Varun Dhawan,
Mrunal Thakur, Pooja Hegde,
and directed by David
Dhawan, hit theatres today.
Early reviews suggest that
while the film delivers a few
laughs, its comedy largely re-
lies on familiar tropes and out-
dated humor. The story re-
volves around two women who
find themselves pregnant by
the same man, setting up a se-

ries of misunderstandings and
comic situations. However,
many reviewers felt that the
comedy-of-errors format lacks
freshness, with several jokes
failing to land.

Amid the mixed response to
the film, one aspect that has
drawn unanimous praise is the
allure of Mrunal Thakur and
Pooja Hegde. Both actresses
are said to have performed their
roles effectively and brought

energy to the screen. At the
same time, reviews also note
that the film largely presents
them in glamorous avatars.
Their stylish appearances,
dance numbers, and screen
presence have become a major
talking point among audiences.
As a result, this weekend,
Mrunal Thakur and Pooja
Hegde are likely to dominate
social media conversations due
to their glamorous looks.

Ram brings Top Technician
for His Dream Project

Ram Pothineni is all set to
take a new step in his career
with his dream project
#RAPO23, which also marks
his directorial debut. The ener-
getic star Ram Pothineni, who
earlier surprised fans as a lyri-
cist and singer, is now fully fo-
cusing on direction with this
psychological action thriller.

The film is said to be a differ-
ent kind of story, mixing action,
emotions, and mind games. It
is described as “The Story of a
Lone Wolf,” showing a strong
and complex character in a dark
space. The project is being pro-
duced by Krishna Pothineni
under the new banner Rapo
Cinematics. Ram is also heavily
involved in shaping the story
and designing the main char-
acter, which is expected to be
very different from his earlier
films. A big highlight of the film
is the involvement of National

Award winning cinematogra-
pher Thirunavukarasu. Known
for his work in films like 24,
Bharat Ane Nenu, and Krrish
3, he is expected to give the
movie a strong visual style.
The teaser look already cre-
ated buzz, where Ram appears

in a stylish “Veera” avatar, seen
only from the back, which
added mystery and curiosity.

With shooting set to begin
soon, #RAPO23 is already
building strong expectations as
one of the most unique projects
in Ram Pothineni’s career.
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